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It’s hard not to resonate with the vision of the late Gene 
Roddenberry (1921-1991), the creator of the long-run-

ning Star Trek franchise. 

Mr. Roddenberry foresaw a future in which nations and 
worlds would live in harmony, poverty and unemploy-
ment would be eliminated, hunger and disease would be 
eradicated, and scientific technology would solve many of 
humanity’s most pressing problems.

That sounds like good news indeed, does it not? At long 
last, if Mr. Roddenberry had his way, there would be a 
near-utopia on Earth (and elsewhere) for the human race! 

But how does the message of Star Trek compare to the 
original Good News in God’s Word?

The Star Trek Universe
To tell his story, Roddenberry drew on the seemingly end-
less stores of his futuristic imagination to construct, in 
effect, his own universe. This became the fictional setting 
for his characters and their adventures in outer space. 
The timeframe for his first television series (known to 
trekkers as TOS, or The Original Series) was the mid-23rd 
century, roughly 200 years from now.1

The Star Trek universe has its own historical/future 
timeline:

• 1992-1996: The Eugenics Wars2

• 2049-2053: World War 3

• 2054-2059: post atomic world

• 2063: First Contact3 with alien species (Vulcans)

• 2079: Earth begins to rebuild from atomic war

• 2103: Earth colonizes Mars

• 2150: United Earth becomes a reality when the final 
holdout nations (including Australia) join the global 
government

• 2161: Quirky but brilliant scientist Zephram Co-
chrane invents warp drive; the United Federation of 
Planets is founded

• 2265-2270: Enterprise’s 5-year mission with James 
T. Kirk at the helm

• 2270: Enterprise returns to earth; Kirk is promoted 
to Admiral

The two more recent films (2009 and 2013), produced by 
the iconic J.J. Abrams, have departed from Star Trek can-
on,4 creating conflicting timelines. In Star Trek (2009), for 
instance, Jim Kirk’s father, George, is killed by renegade 
Romulans on the day his son is born in deep space. Also, 
the planet Vulcan—Spock’s home world—is destroyed 
when it’s swallowed by a black hole. Neither of these 
events took place in either the TV series or in earlier 
films. In the 2009 film, Spock Prime (Leonard Nimoy)5 
tells young Kirk (Chris Pine) that in the original timeline, 
his father “proudly lived” to see him become captain of the 
starship Enterprise.6

Perhaps the most important innovation of the Star Trek 
universe is the advent of warp drive. Roddenberry was 
keenly aware that the vast distances between star sys-
tems would make interstellar travel by any conventional 
means impossible for humans. Even at the speed of light, 
traversing the Milky Way galaxy would take a thousand 
lifetimes—more than 100,000 years.7 Traveling across 
the currently known expanse of the visible universe, en-
compassing millions of galaxies, could (even at the speed 
of light) require up to 150 billion years!8

To overcome this obstacle, Roddenberry came up with 
the idea of warp drive—an imaginary technology that 
enables starships to travel at many times the speed of 
light.9 In his fictional timeline, a scientist named Zeph-
ram Cochrane invents warp drive sometime around 2161. 
But even warp drive would not allow a human being to 
cross the Milky Way galaxy (a Herculean feat that would 
require almost 85 years at warp 9.975) and return home 
to tell about it.10

Kreg Steppe
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Breaking with Reality
It’s convenient, of course, for a science fiction writer or 
movie producer to spin his yarn in an imaginary “universe” 
where he doesn’t have to deal with the harsh realities of 
everyday life. If he wants a transporter that can beam 
someone from one planet to another, he can have one. If he 
needs a starship that can travel a hundred times the speed 
of light, it’s not a problem. Whatever he needs, he can just 
make up. All he has to do is write it into the script. And 
that’s precisely what Roddenberry did.

It may all seem a bit silly to the uninitiated; but from a 
commercial standpoint, who can argue with success? The 
Star Trek franchise has captured the hearts and minds 
of people of all ages from many different backgrounds 
and cultures—and it’s become a gigantic, multination-
al business. Its handlers market DVDs, downloadable 
digital videos, sound tracks, video games, board games, 
card games, Star Fleet attire and accessories, books and 
comic books, technical manuals, and much more. Star 
Trek fan clubs and other organizations (like Creation 
Entertainment of Glendale, CA) organize and sponsor 
conventions that draw thousands of fans from all cor-
ners of the globe. 

One estimate puts the total earnings of the Star Trek 
franchise so far at $1,971,296,100—that is, almost two 
billion dollars.11 Admittedly, that figure wouldn’t put a 
dent in our national debt; but by corporate standards, it’s 
impressive, nonetheless.

Jewish Influence
In the beginning, Gene Roddenberry created . . . Star Trek. 
His characters roamed the galaxy, wearing some pretty 
cheesy costumes, having one harrowing adventure after 
another while going where no one had ever gone before. 

To get the franchise off the ground, Roddenberry needed 
creative people imbued with a healthy sense of idealism. 
He turned to two Jewish guys, Bob Justman and Herb 
Solow, who became his first co-writers. They helped shape 
the early storylines and the show’s general philosophy. 

The original Star Trek TV series got off to a slow start. 
Viewership was disappointing. But Roddenberry and his 
creative team were persistent. Over time, it paid off. The 
program began attracting more viewers. Then in the late 
1970s, when so many people in the entertainment indus-
try were stunned by the success of George Lucas’ Star 
Wars (1977), Roddenberry & Co. decided to roll the dice 
and take Star Trek to the big screen.

Star Trek: the Motion Picture went into production and 
came out in 1979. And the rest, like they say, is history.

Leonard Nimoy, the actor who played Spock (and Spock 
Prime in the 2013 film), is Jewish. With the approval of 
the show’s producers, he based the famous Vulcan salute 
(“live long and prosper”) on a priestly hand gesture form-
ing the Hebrew letter shin.12

William Shatner, who in many fans’ minds will always be 
Captain Kirk, is also Jewish. His grandparents on both 
sides were Jewish immigrants to Canada from Hungary, 
Austria, Poland, and Ukraine.

And finally, J.J. Abrams, who produced the two most re-
cent Star Trek films (2009 and 2013), is Jewish. He’s also 
been tapped by Disney to produce the next Star Wars film 
(Episode VII), set to hit theaters in 2015.

flickr.com/Pineapples101
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There were six Star Trek television series between 1966 and 2005. The 
original series did not do well and was scheduled to be cancelled by 

network executives. However, the series had developed a cult following, 
and executives reignited the franchise through five full-length feature 
films. When the original cast members tired of their roles (or died), new 
Star Trek storylines were created with new casts and crews. There have 
been seven additional Star Trek movies highlighting new Star Trek crews. 
The last movie, Star Trek: Into Darkness was released in May 2013, and 
another movie is in the works for release in 2015.

STAR TREK, THE ORIGINAL SERIES - TOS (1966-1969) 

Follows the 23rd-century adventures of 
Captain James T. Kirk and the crew of 
the Starship Enterprise as they explore 
strange new worlds and civilizations, and 
“boldly go where no man has gone be-
fore.”  William Shatner, Leonard Nimoy, 
and DeForest Kelley led a multi-racial cast. 

STAR TREK VOYAGER - VOY (1995-2001)

The USS Voyager is smaller and faster 
than the Enterprise, allowing it to actually 
land on planets. Captain Kathryn Janeway 
leads the technologically advanced Voy-
ager and its crew of 150. Difficulties during 
their first mission leave Voyager stranded 
70,000 light-years from Earth. Jason Al-
exander, Ed Begley, Jr., Joel Grey, Ray 
Walston, and even Prince Abdullah (now 
King) of Jordan made guest appearances. 

STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION - TNG (1987-1994)

In Star Trek: The Next Generation, Pat-
rick Stewart as Captain Jean-Luc Picard, 
supported by Jonathan Frakes as first 
officer William Riker, LeVar Burton as Ge-
ordi LaForge (born without optic nerves), 
and Brent Spiner, as Lt. Commander 
Data—an android. 

Star Trek III: The Search for Spock (1984) 

After Spock’s “death,” Spock’s casket 
has been jettisoned into orbit around a 
planet created by the Genesis device. 
Kirk and crew highjack the now decom-
missioned Enterprise to reunite Spock’s 
body and spirit, and take them to Vulcan 
where Spock can be laid to rest. 

STAR TREK, THE ANIMATED SERIES - TOS (1973-1975) 

Cartoon version of the new adventures 
Enterprise, featuring Captain Kirk and his 
crew from the original series.

STAR TREK: ENTERPRISE (2001-2005)

This series takes place in the 22nd cen-
tury, 100 years before the explorations 
of the Enterprise under Captain James T. 
Kirk. Captain Jonathan Archer commands 
the Enterprise NX-01, the first vessel truly 
capable of interstellar travel, thanks to 
the Warp Five engine that Archer’s father 
helped develop. 

STAR TREK: DEEP SPACE NINE (1993-1999)

Avery Brooks plays Captain Ben Sisko, 
the commanding officer of space station 
Deep Space Nine, and the USS Defi-
ant. The storyline follows the Federation 
space station as it guards the opening of 
a stable wormhole near the plant Bajor.

Star Trek: The Motion Picture (1979) 

This movie was an attempt to revive the 
original Star Trek franchise. Now an Ad-
miral, James T. Kirk assumes command 
of the recently retrofitted Enterprise in an 
attempt to save earth from an approach-
ing strange and destructive alien cloud 
called, V’Ger. 

Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan (1982) 

Khan Noonien Singh, a genetically engi-
neered tyrant (played by Ricardo Montalban 
and introduced in the TV series), escapes 
from a 15-year exile, seeking to avenge 
himself on Kirk. Spock was supposed to 
die at the end of the movie, but due to fan 
outcry, the end was changed.

T
E

L
E

V
IS

IO
N

M
O

V
IE

S

TELEVISION & MOVIES



MESSIANIC PERSPECTIVES • JULY/AUGUST 2013 5

Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home (1986) 

The signals of a dangerous alien probe, 
seeking to contact the now extinct hump-
back whales on earth, cause catastrophic 
power grid damage and other atmospher-
ic disasters on earth—which will continue 
until its probing signals are answered. 

Star Trek: Nemesis  (2002) 

The Next Generation’s Officer Riker mar-
ries, is promoted, and given his own com-
mand (USS Titan). Data is “killed” during 
an act of heroism to save the Enterprise 
and Captain Picard. Enterprise is sent on 
a diplomatic mission to Romulus, but it’s 
all a ruse for an enemy attack on Earth. 

Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered Country (1991) 

In this movie, the Klingons finally seek 
peace with the Federation after the de-
struction of the moon Praxis. The crew 
of the Enterprise must deal with “unseen 
conspirators with a militaristic agenda.” 

Star Trek: Into Darkness (May 16, 2013) 

The Star Trek crew from the previous 
movie is tasked with hunting down and 
killing a rogue Starfleet officer who turns 
out to be the villain Khan. Khan is eventu-
ally resealed in his cryogenic pod, and a 
newly outfitted Enterprise continues its 
mission to explore new worlds.

Star Trek: Insurrection (1998) 

The Next Generation Enterprise crew is 
asked to assist a joint Federation and 
Son’a task force who are trying to collect 
the radiation from the Ba’ku’s planet to 
further medical science. The Son’a need 
the planet’s regenerating atmosphere to 
heal their decaying beings, but harvesting 
the atmosphere means certain death for 
the planet’s current residents. 

Star Trek V: The Final Frontier (1989) 

The original crew engaged in a shake-
down cruise of the new Enterprise-A, 
confronts a rogue Vulcan named Sybok 
(Spock’s half-brother) who is searching 
for Vulcan Paradise and God in the center 
of the galaxy. 

Star Trek  (2009)   

The plot introduces the back-stories of 
crew members, and explains how they 
came to be at Starfleet command, serv-
ing on the Enterprise together. Chris Pine 
as Kirk, Zachary Quinto as Spock.

Star Trek Generations (1994)  

The story follows different Enterprise 
vessels trapped in, or dealing with, a de-
structive energy ribbon, “Nexus.” Through 
various plot devices, the original Star Trek 
crew dies or fades from importance, leav-
ing the Star Trek story line to follow Cap-
tain Jean-Luc Picard, Riker, Geordi, Data, 
and the rest of the Next Generation crew. 

Star Trek 3 (in preproduction; due to be released in 2016)

The plot has not yet been released, but 
rumor has it that Chris Pine (Kirk) and 
Zachary Quinto (Spock) will make at least 
one more Star Trek film.

Star Trek: First Contact  (1996) 

The story involves the Enterprise’s efforts 
to save Earth from the Borgs, an alien race 
forcing others into the hive or collective by 
assimilation. The Next Generation Enter-
prise travels back in time to change earth’s 
initial encounters with aliens, thereby hop-
ing to save the future from the Borg.
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The Bible vs. Star Trek
Movies may seem harmless enough. Who doesn’t enjoy 
munching on popcorn and watching a good, family-friend-
ly flick? But films can be propaganda—powerful propa-
ganda. Sometimes they can shape our thinking without 
our even being aware of it.

Star Trek and its proliferation of movies and television 
series is only one example of a creative team utilizing the 
media to present its vision for the future of the human 
race. There are other instances, as well. Al Gore used a 
movie to showcase what he believes are the dangers of cli-
mate change.13 Michael Moore has warned about the per-
ils of unfettered capitalism.14 The Mormons produced a 
movie (with impressive production value) to romanticize 
the controversial life of Joseph Smith and portray him 
in a more favorable light.15 The popular Nova series on 
PBS promotes an evolutionary, agnostic narrative about 
the past, present, and future of Planet Earth.16 The list of 
media propaganda goes on and on.

How, then, do we respond to these challenges? Should we 
retreat into the hills and hide behind closed doors in mo-
nastic seclusion? Or do we confront the culture head-on 
and use God’s Word to present the truth and correct the 
errors? Jesus obviously preferred the latter approach.17 

Isolation or Insulation?
We shouldn’t be isolated from our culture because we 
can’t be salt and light (Matt. 5:13-16) if we’re not inter-
acting with people around us. But on the other hand, we 
need to be insulated from cultural errors (i.e., wrong and 
unbiblical ideas). 

We insulate ourselves by subjecting every idea and con-
cept to biblical scrutiny. The Apostle Paul, for instance, 
said we should be diligent in “casting down arguments 
and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowl-
edge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of [Messiah]” (2 Cor. 10:5).

With this in mind, then, how do some of the themes of 
Star Trek stack up against biblical truth?

World War III
There are both similarities and dissimilarities between 
the biblical and Star Trek worldviews. One similarity is 
that both envision a new and better world rising from the 
ashes of a future worldwide, catastrophic conflict.

In the Star Trek timeline, World War 3 takes place from 
2049 to 2053, when a series of nuclear conflicts nearly 
eradicates all life from Planet Earth. The post-apocalyp-
tic world lies in ruins for 26 years before rebuilding be-
gins in 2079.18

The biblical prophets also predict an apocalyptic scenario 
at the “end of days.”19 After a prolonged period of satani-
cally inspired rebellion against God,20 the armies of the 
world come against Jerusalem and the LORD quickly de-
stroys them (Joel 3:9-16; Zech. 12:3, 14:2; Rev. 16:16-21, 
19:11-21).21

At the close of this conflict, Yeshua the Messiah returns 
to Earth in power and glory.22 He establishes a worldwide 
kingdom that fulfills the Messianic prophecies about a 
coming age of peace, abundance, and prosperity.

A Millennial World
In the Star Trek universe, the world that rises from the 
ashes of conflict is a near-utopia. Lifespans are extend-
ed, unemployment and poverty are eliminated, and the 
world’s nations unite and renounce warfare. Life is good!

The biblical prophets also talk about a new world order 
following a cataclysmic time of warfare: “He shall judge 
between the nations, And rebuke many people; They shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears into 
pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against na-
tion, Neither shall they learn war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4).

The Problem of Evil
An ever-present theme in the Star Trek storyline is the 
ongoing conflict between good and evil. Virtually every 
franchise episode or movie has had at least one notorious 
villain. The Borg, most of the Klingons, Nero, and the ge-
netic mutant Khan Noonien Singh23 are perhaps the best-
known bad guys on the trekker roster.

The future, then, isn’t exactly utopian. Even with all of 
the high-powered technology and supposed enlighten-
ment of Roddenberry’s 23rd century, evil persists! Even 
worse, there is no prescribed way to deal with evil in the 
trekker universe, other than clobbering a bad guy or say-
ing, “Set phasers to stun!”

Hollywood writers may use villains mainly to engage view-
ers and to keep the stories interesting—so in that sense, 
their interest in evil is self-serving. However, the problem 
of evil is very real in our world. The cycle of sin started 
millennia ago in the pristine Garden of Eden. Adam and 
Eve believed the serpent rather than God, and sin was 
introduced into our world.24 That single act of rebellion 
has caused incomprehensible suffering and continues to 
ravage the human race today.25 

That’s the bad news. But there’s also Good News. In fact, 
that’s what the word “Gospel” means: Good News! The 
Good News is that the Bible shows us the way back to 
Eden—and to God. When Yeshua the Messiah died on Cal-
vary 2,000 years ago, the shedding of His blood provided a 
way—actually, the only way—to deal effectively with the 
problem of evil. The Bible calls it Redemption: “In Him we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7).

flickr.com/Pineapples101
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According to God’s Word, evil won’t be totally eradicated 
until the end of the Millennium, when the devil’s final 
rebellion is defeated decisively at the second Battle of Gog 
and Magog (Rev. 20:8).

While we’re waiting for these events to play out in the fu-
ture, however, we can enjoy a little piece of God’s kingdom 
in our hearts right now! That happens when we place our 
faith and trust in His Son as Messiah and Savior.26

Code Name Babylon
In the fictional Star Trek storyline, the first world govern-
ment is established in 2050. The founding of the United 
Federation of Planets follows in 2161.27

Similarly, the Bible’s prophetic timeline suggests that 
there will be a latter-day push for worldwide unity. Glob-
al economic networking will be such that people won’t be 
able to buy or sell anything without some sort of “mark” 
or government endorsement (Rev. 13:17).28 

Travel and the accumulation of knowledge, according to 
the ancient prophets, will be greatly accelerated in the 
end times (Dan. 12:4). With respect to travel, it’s notewor-
thy that prior to 1860, no human being had ever moved at 
a speed greater than about 40 miles per hour. But today 
we routinely fly from Chicago to London in about eight 
hours—and the space shuttles (now retired) orbited the 
earth at almost 18,000 miles per hour! And with respect 
to information accumulation, we all know what the Inter-
net has done for the expansion of knowledge in the 20th 
and 21st centuries.29

In the end times, the world will become an integrated, 
global political system cryptically designated in the Bible 
as “Babylon” (Rev. 17 and 18), borrowing the name of an 
ancient, mighty city (Babel) that represented fierce rebel-
lion against God (Gen. 11).

Latter-day “Babylon” will ultimately be destroyed when 
God’s earthly Kingdom rises up in its place (Rev. 18:1-24, 
20:1-6).

Search for Extra Terrestrial 
Intelligence (SETI)
In the Star Trek universe, alien civilizations are scat-
tered throughout the galaxy. They include Vulcans, Car-
dassians, Klingons, Romulans, Andorians, Betazoids, 
Ferengi, and a host of other humanoid species.30 
But this is fiction. What about reality? Darwinian scien-
tists have wrestled with the question of extraterrestrial 
life for a long time. If life arose randomly and spontane-
ously on earth over millions of years, apart from any sort 
of supernatural action (like naturalistic science propos-
es), then this process of biogenesis should have been re-
peated hundreds or even thousands of times throughout 
the galaxy. After all, Darwinists are keen on pointing out 
that there’s nothing particularly unique about our little 
corner of the cosmos.31 Everything in the universe (includ-
ing human beings on earth) is made from the same “star 
dust,” so the galaxy should be teeming with life—includ-
ing intelligent life.32

That’s why, in the 1960s, University of California astron-
omy and astrophysics professor Frank Drake decided to 
crunch the numbers—and he concluded that we couldn’t 
possibly be alone in the galaxy. Intelligent life must have 
evolved on many other planets. His controversial “Drake’s 
Equation” suggested that there should be somewhere be-
tween 1,000 and 100,000,000 intelligent civilizations in 
the Milky Way galaxy alone.33

Furthermore, if this supposed process of upward macro-
evolution has been going on for billions of years, it’s not at 
all unreasonable to assume that many of those other alien 
civilizations have had more time to evolve than we have 
had—and are therefore considerably more advanced than 
we are. (Remember, I’m just supposing here!)

But if that’s the case, why haven’t these advanced, benev-
olent beings contacted us and offered their help? Heaven 
knows we could use it! 

flickr.com/warriorwoman531

flickr.com/brewbooks



8 MESSIANIC PERSPECTIVES • JULY/AUGUST 2013

Drake’s search for extraterrestrial intelligence gathered 
momentum in the scientific community and eventually 
gave birth to the SETI Institute in 1984. SETI’s various 
projects are jointly funded by a number of organizations 
and institutions, including NASA, the Jet Propulsion Lab-
oratory (JPL), the National Science Foundation (NSF), 
US Geological Survey, and several others.

SETI scientists continue their quest to make “first contact” 
with any of our galactic neighbors who may be out there. 
Radio telescopes all over the world are listening intently 
for any sort of signal that beings on other worlds may have 
beamed in our direction hundreds or thousands of years 
ago—and we are reaching out with signals of our own.34

But there’s another fly in the ointment for our SETI 
friends. Even if we were to accept the possibility that 
there may be civilizations in other parts of the galaxy, 
how could we possibly know that they are friendly? After 
all, doesn’t Darwinian dogma dictate that the fittest spe-
cies are the ones that survive—and the strong advance at 
the expense of the weak? So what if an alien civilization—
like the Borg in Star Trek, for instance—simply saw us 
as raw materials and resources to be harvested—or per-
haps as laborers to be enslaved? We may wish we hadn’t 
knocked on their door!

We Are Not Alone
Does extraterrestrial intelligence exist? Of course it does. 
God and the angels are certainly extraterrestrials! Not 
only do they exist, but they have visited us here on Earth. 
In fact, they are here now; the Bible says that we, like 
Abraham, sometimes encounter angels without even real-
izing it (Heb. 13:2; cp. Gen. 18).

The greatest “Alien” of all visited this world 2,000 years 
ago. He stepped out of eternity into space-time to be born 
in the little town of Bethlehem in ancient Israel. He lived 
for 33 or so years and then was executed by His enemies, 
whom He forgave even as He was dying.

His name was Yeshua HaMashiach—Jesus the Messiah.

He had never done anything wrong. At His mock trial, 
even His enemies couldn’t come up with anything sub-
stantive with which to condemn Him (Matt. 26:57-64).

Nonetheless, He refused to speak up in His own defense 
(v. 63) and the Sanhedrin sentenced Him to death (v. 66). 
Hanging there on Calvary, suspended between heaven 
and earth, Messiah Yeshua became the sacrificial Lamb 
who took away the sins of the world (John 1:29).

However, He didn’t stay dead for long. On the third day, 
He arose and walked out of the tomb (Matt. 28:1-9)!35 Af-
terward, He spent 40 days with His followers before re-
turning to Heaven (John 20:30-31; Acts 1:9-11).

Matt Gruber
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1Season one of The Original Series (TOS) covered star dates 1500 to 3299 and was 
produced by Desilu Productions. (Don’t try to figure out star dates because even the 
show’s writers didn’t understand them.) TOS starred William Shatner as Captain 
James T. Kirk and debuted during the 1966-67 season.
2The Eugenics Wars were mentioned in The Original Series (“Space Seed”) and in the 
prequel Enterprise (“Borderland”). They were fought over an experiment in selective 
breeding and genetic engineering that went badly and tragically wrong, resulting 
in millions of deaths. The character Khan (from 1982’s Wrath of Khan and 2013’s 
Into Darkness) was supposedly a product of genetic engineering. (From Wikia at 
en.memory-alpha.org/Eugenics_wars.)
3Star Trek: First Contact is the 1996 feature film (the franchise’s eighth) in which the 
Enterprise time-travels into the past so the crew can interact with Zefram Cochrane, 
inventor of warp drive. It featured the cast of The Next Generation television series 
(TNG) and was the first Star Trek film in which no cast members from The Original 
Series (TOS) appeared.
4Canon is the term used for the original, established Star Trek timeline of events. To 
the chagrin of many serious trekkers, the last two motion pictures have significantly 
departed from canon by killing off Spock’s mother and Kirk’s father, and by destroy-
ing the planets Romulus and Vulcan, among other things.
5The term “Spock Prime” distinguishes the Leonard Nimoy character, who (in the 
2009 and 2013 films) has time-traveled from the future, from his younger “Spock” 
counterpart, played by actor Zachary Quinto.
6Internet Movie Database (www.imdb.com), Star Trek (2009), “Quotes.” 
7Christian, Eric; Safi-Harb, Samar. “How Large is the Milky Way?” From Ask an Astro-
physicist at imagine.gsfc.nasa.gov.
8Scientists believe that when humans travel at speeds approaching the speed of 
light, time slows down exponentially. So if a spaceship could travel at nearly the 
speed of light, its occupants might cover a distance of 100,000 light years while 
only aging a few days or weeks inside the craft. Even if that were true, though, what 
would be the point of returning to an earth where 100,000 years have passed while 
you only aged a few days or weeks? Everything that was familiar to you on earth, 
including friends and loved ones, and the people who sent you on your mission, 
would be long gone!
9In Roddenberry’s fertile imagination, warp factor 1 is the speed of light. Warp 2 is 
ten times the speed of light and warp 3 is 27 times the speed of light. From there, 
it increases by a factor of 3 for every level. A starship traveling at warp 9.975 could 
cover a distance of roughly 132 light years (a little more than one-thousandth the 
distance across the Milky Way galaxy) in what would be one month on earth (see 
Voyager Season 5, Episode 24, “Relativity”).
10A second innovation Roddenberry came up with to deal with the problem of tra-
versing vast distances in deep space was wormholes. In the Star Trek universe, a 
wormhole is a shortcut through space-time. Theoretically, a spaceship could enter 
a wormhole and moments later come out on the other side a thousand or more 
light years away. In the real world, however, the concept is completely hypothetical. 
No one knows if there’s any such thing as a wormhole (also known as an Einstein-
Rosen Bridge)—or if it’s just wishful thinking. And even if you found one, how 
would you control it?
11Gleaned online from answers.yahoo.com.
12Burstein, Nathan. “ ‘Live Long and Prosper’: Mr. Spock’s Hebrew Hand Gesture” 
in The Jewish Daily Forward (May 23, 2011; accessed at blogs.forward.com/the-
shmooze).
13An Inconvenient Truth (2006).
14See Capitalism: A Love Story (2009) where Michael Moore presents his anti-estab-
lishment views on the admittedly less-than-perfect American capitalist system.

15The movie is Joseph Smith: the Prophet of the Restoration (see mormonchannel.
org/joseph).
16See www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/evolution.
17The Lord went into seclusion at times for periods of spiritual refreshment and 
communion with the Father (Luke 6:12); however, during most of his three-year 
earthly ministry, He was out on the firing lines correcting the Jewish religious lead-
ers, proclaiming the truth, and ministering to needy, hurting people.
18 See “Timeline of Star Trek” at en.wikipedia.org. 
19 The Hebrew term for “end of the days” is acharit hayamim. In Jewish thought, 
it refers to ways in which the ultimate outcome of Israel’s future depends on her 
relationship to God (Deut. 4:30, 31:29). A related term is qetz hayamin. See Daniel 
12:13, where qetz hayamin has clear end-time connotations.
20The seven-year period of divine judgment is known as “the Time of Jacob’s Trou-
ble” (Jer. 30:7) or the “Tribulation” (Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21).
21Some prophetic teachers also make a connection between Zechariah 14:12, 15—
where the text says that eyes melt in their sockets and tongues dissolve in combat-
ants’ mouths—and nuclear or neutron warfare; however, such interpretations are 
difficult to reconcile with the prophet’s explicit statement that these phenomena 
are the result of a “plague” brought about by the LORD himself (v. 12a)—not by any 
manmade weapon of mass destruction.
22Revelation 19:11-16.
23The role of Khan Noonien Singh was played by Ricardo Montalban in Star Trek 2: 
the Wrath of Khan (1982) and more recently by Benedict Cumberbatch in Star Trek 
Into Darkness (2013). See Endnote 2 above.
24Gen. 3:1-24; Romans 3:23, 6:23.
25The Apostle Paul says that all of creation “groans” under the burden of the trag-
edy that took place in the Garden of Eden (Rom. 8:22). Theologians sometimes 
refer to this event as “the Fall.” Milton (1608-1674) dramatized it in his epic poem 
Paradise Lost.
26“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 
to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12).
27See “United Federation of Planets” at en.memory-alpha.org/wiki.
28It’s unfortunate that so much superstition has grown up around John’s statement 
that the “mark of the beast” is the number 666 (Rev. 13:18). Contrary to Hollywood 
portrayals of the Antichrist and his mysterious mark, the Bible doesn’t say that 
people will be walking around like zombies, sporting the number 666 tattooed on 
their foreheads. Furthermore, it’s improbable that 666 is based on gematria iden-
tifying the Antichrist numerically as a specific individual. More likely, the triune six 
(six being the number of man) points to the devil and his counterfeit messiah (six 
falling one digit short of the divine number seven). The point is simply that anyone 
who isn’t part of the Antichrist’s economic system won’t be able to carry on any sort 
of commerce during that time.
29A study by two economists at the University of California at Berkley in 2000 es-
timated that the amount of new information generated during a prior 12-month 
period amounted to more than “37,000 times as much information as is in the entire 
holdings [of the] Library of Congress” (“The Speed of Information” in The Technium 
at www.technium.org [Feb. 20, 2006]).
30For a comprehensive list of fictional alien species appearing in various Star Trek 
episodes (including The Original Series, The New Generation, Deep Space Nine, Voy-
ager, Enterprise, the Star Trek feature films up through 2009, and The Animated 
Series), see “List of Star Trek Races” at en.wikipedia.org.

ENDNOTES

The Greatest Message of All
Scientists on earth are preoccupied with trying to detect 
radio signals from deep space. If they could hear a mes-
sage from a distant civilization, even if it lasted for only 
a few fleeting seconds, scientists all over the world would 
listen with rapt attention. Afterward, they would analyze 
every byte of data and dissect it backward and forward. 
Philosophers would expound upon it. Articles and books 
would be written about it.

However, the message from beyond has already arrived—
and it’s here, right under our noses! It’s contained in the 
ancient Jewish Scriptures—transmitted by God millennia 
ago through a supernatural process of divine inspiration.36

The Bible contains 66 individual books, written over a pe-
riod of roughly 1,500 years by 40 different men who lived, 
in some cases, hundreds of miles apart. Most of these 
writers never met each other. Yet, quite amazingly, those 
66 books come together coherently in one volume whose 
message has the power to transform the world forever.

The essence of its transformative message can be summed 
up in one verse:

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life (John 3:16).

That’s the best news you’ll ever hear—in any universe!

Matt Gruber

Dr. Gary Hedrick  
is president of  

CJF Ministries.

continued on page 12 
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The Side Door
CJFM Southwest representative, John Kanter (Dallas) 
has the privilege of preaching during his quarterly visits to 
Buster Cole State Jail in Bonham, TX. On a recent visit, his 
message was titled “The Side Door into the Kingdom,” using 
Leviticus 4:3-4 as his text. It deals with the sin sacrifice found 
in the Mosaic Covenant.  John writes, “My sermon revolved 
around the points of substitution, identification, death of the 
substitute, and exchange of life; hence the acronym SIDE. 
And even though Buster Cole Prison is a transfer facility 
where there’s a lot of turnover among the inmates, several 
men told me that they remembered me from previous visits 
and appreciated my teaching the Bible from a Messianic or 
Jewish perspective. There were 75 inmates in attendance, 
and when I gave a gospel invitation at the conclusion of my 
message, 20 inmates prayed with me, acknowledging their 
need of Messiah and their trust in Him as Savior.” Although 
John is instructed to leave immediately following the service 
and doesn’t have an opportunity to speak with any of the 
inmates, the prison Chaplain reassures him that he takes 
note of the men who raise their hands so that they can be 
followed up with discipleship. “Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, 
I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with 
Me” (Rev. 3:20).

A Healing Heart
When Richard Hill, CJFM representative and pastor of 
Beth Yeshua (Las Vegas) led a Passover Seder at a local 
church, he was introduced to “Rachel,” a Jewish  woman  who 
had recently moved to Las Vegas and had been invited to the 
service by her new neighbor. Rachel shared the painful bur-
dens in her life with Richard.  For the last three years, she 
had been taking care of her husband who had been diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s. Unfortunately, her husband’s condition 
worsened, and he is now in a special facility. Richard writes, 
“With all of this on her heart, it seemed to us that Rachel was 
primed and ready to hear about her Jewish Messiah who loves 
her and her husband so much that He was willing to be the 
Passover Lamb sacrificing His life for their sins.” When Rich-
ard gave the invitation at the end of the Passover Seder, “Ra-
chel gave her broken heart to the Lord that day so He could 
fill her with His love, joy and peace. We joyfully encouraged 
her, and she now has a church family who loves her and will 
help take care of her, and she also plans to visit us at Beth 
Yeshua.” “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 
wounds” (Psalm 147:3).

Families in Action
Richard Hill also trains families to share the Gospel message 
and invites them to join the volunteer team on the UNLV cam-
pus for “Family Evangelism Day.” Recently, they enthusiasti-
cally distributed 1,000 tracts, conversed with students about 
Jesus and led five people to the Lord. Rich states, “What’s awe-
some is that the children especially are recognizing how their 
efforts are having eternal effects upon people, and that they 
are gaining eternal rewards as well. It’s a great blessing just to 
watch them in action.”

A God-Appointed Referral
Michelle Beadle, CJFM representative (New Orleans) 
writes about her encounter with a terminally ill Jewish man 
who was referred to her by another Jewish man Michelle had 
led to the Lord last year. Due to cancer, the man was told that 
he had six weeks to six months to live. Michelle shared the 
Gospel with him via phone and mail. When they eventually 
read the third chapter of John together, he finally understood 
what it implied—that without Yeshua (Jesus) in his life, he 
was living under God’s wrath. Michelle then had the privilege 
of praying with him to receive the Lord. Shortly afterwards, 
he had some medical complications and was advised that 
surgery would be necessary. Michelle contacted our staff at 
CJFM headquarters in San Antonio to pray for him. God an-
swered our prayers—the complications resolved and surgery 
was not necessary. However, a few days later, tragedy struck; 
his son died suddenly. Please pray that God’s grace would be 
sufficient for him and his family. “But the salvation of the 
righteous is from the Lord; He is their strength in the 
time of trouble” (Psalm 37:39).

R. A. Higbee



MESSIANIC PERSPECTIVES • JULY/AUGUST 2013 11

Questions
Bible

AnswersAND

by DR. GARY HEDRICK 

QUESTION: How do you reconcile 1 Samuel 16:1-11, which says 
Jesse had eight sons (that is, seven plus David), and 1 Chronicles 
2:13-15, which says he had seven sons? I asked my preacher and 
he said one of Jesse’s sons died, but I have read my Bible 16 times 
from cover to cover and I find no record anywhere of one of his 
sons having died.

ANSWER: We always say it’s important to look at Scripture 
from a Messianic perspective, and that’s particularly true when 
it comes to the biblical genealogies. In our Western culture, we 
tend to think of genealogies as something like rigid, precise cen-
sus records. In ancient Jewish culture, however, genealogies had 
more fluidity and weren’t always meant to be complete represen-
tations of a family line. Depending on the intent of the writer, 
he might use a segmented genealogy (showing multiple descen-
dants of a single common ancestor) or a linear genealogy (show-
ing a single, direct family line)—and sometimes we encounter 
both types in a single passage. It was not uncommon for names 
to be omitted for various purposes—a phenomenon known as 
“telescoping.”

Perhaps the most famous example of telescoping is the Messianic 
genealogy in Matthew’s Gospel. Matthew structured Yeshua’s ge-
nealogy to form three sections of 14 generations each: 14 + 14 + 
14 (1:17). The number 14 represents the value of David’s name (in 
Hebrew, dalet-vav-dalet or DVD) in gematria (a rabbinic system 
which assigns numeric values to the letters of the Hebrew “aleph-
bet”). So Matthew presents the Messianic genealogy in three sets 
of 14 generations–and if you lay out the names in succession, 
which name is number 14 on the list? Yes, of course, it’s King Da-
vid. This is Matthew’s creative and memorable way of emphasiz-
ing that Yeshua is the prophesied Messianic Son of David.

In order to arrive at three sets of 14 generations each, Matthew 
had to omit some names from the genealogy. Just compare the 
ancestral listing in 1 Chronicles 3:10-12, for instance, and you’ll 
see that he skipped three generations between Uzziah (Ahazia) 
and Jotham (1:9). Such an omission might offend modern West-
ern sensibilities, due to our cultural fondness for precision, but 
the rearrangement was a very Jewish thing for Matthew to do.

So how does all of this help us answer your question? There are 
two possibilities here. First, your preacher could be right. You 
said you’ve read the Bible through 16 times (and we commend 
you for that!), but remember that just because something isn’t 
specifically recorded in Scripture doesn’t mean it didn’t happen 
(see John 21:25). It’s possible that David had a brother who died 
childless and would therefore have had no progeny. (If he wasn’t 
married, levirate marriage would not have come into play.) 
Since the purpose of genealogies is to show ancestral lines and 

relationships, the omission of a childless individual from the list-
ing in 1 Chronicles 2 would be understandable.

A second possibility is that the listing in 1 Chronicles 2:13-15 
was deliberately telescoped by the writer (under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, of course) to make David’s name seventh on 
the list. Seven is a special number in Scripture, of course, de-
noting perfection and completion (as in the number of days in 
a week, the seven branches of the menorah, and the seven an-
nual feasts in Leviticus 23). The number three also had special 
significance in ancient Judaism (i.e., the three patriarchs, the 
threefold occurrence of the Name “YHWH” in Numbers 6:24-26, 
the thrice repeated “holies” in Isaiah 6:3, the triune division 
of the Tabernacle/Temple, and so on). Notice, then, the use of 
threes in connection with multiples of seven: Matthew arranges 
his genealogy in three sets of 14 generations (three repetitions 
of 2 X 7) while Luke enumerates 21 generations (3 X 7). 

I realize that this is probably more detail than you were looking 
for, my friend. However, the short answer is that the difference 
between the two passages (1 Samuel 16 and 1 Chronicles 2) does 
not constitute any sort of mistake or inaccuracy in God’s Holy 
Word—it is simply an example of how the Scriptures can be bet-
ter understood from a Messianic perspective!



CJF Ministries®

Post Office Box 345
San Antonio, Texas 78292-0345

IN ThIS ISSUE
The Gospel According 

to Star Trek
by Dr. Gary Hedrick

Page 1

Fruit from the harvest
 by Violette Berger

Page 10

Bible Q&A
by Dr. Gary Hedrick

Page 11

31In fairness, we should point out that some Darwinians have recognized the 
unique character of life on Planet Earth. Peter Ward and Donald Brownlee (both 
from the University of Washington), for instance, present a startlingly candid view-
point in The Life and Death of Planet Earth: How the New Science of Astrobiology 
Charts the Ultimate Fate of Our World (New York City: Henry Holt & Co., 2002).
32Evolutionists are fond of pointing out that the elements in stardust (that is, 
everything on the periodic table other than hydrogen) appear to be the build-
ing blocks of life on earth. See Liebes, Sahtouris, and Swimme in A Walk through 
Time: From Stardust to Us—the Evolution of Life on Earth (New York: John Wiley 
& Sons, 1998). Creationists, however, are quick to counter that a common source 
(our Creator God) easily accounts for the same phenomenon. An artist, after all, 
leaves his unique mark on every canvas he paints.
33See Frank Drake and Dava Sobel in Is Anyone Out There? The Scientific Search 
for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (New York: Delacorte Pr., 1992), 55-62. Drake’s 
equation has been revised and refined since it was originally proposed, but the 
main point remains unchanged: if Darwinian principles are in effect throughout 
the universe, and the raw materials and forces are pretty much the same every-
where, it is extremely unlikely that intelligent life would have evolved only in 
one, solitary corner of the galaxy—on a planet we know as Earth. According to 
the SETI Institute website, earth-like planets are abundant throughout the gal-
axy: “NASA’s Kepler planet-hunting mission suggests that there could be billions 
upon billions of alien Earths and super-Earths out there” (Alan Boyle, Science 
Editor, NBC News, in “With So Many Nice Planets Out There, Why Would Aliens 
Attack Earth?” at www.seti.org). So again, if life arises spontaneously (apart from 
any divine activity) whenever conditions are right, it is virtually inconceivable 
that intelligent life hasn’t evolved on other planets—many of them, in fact. This 
is what drives SETI’s quest to detect intelligent life elsewhere in the universe. 
The downside of this for our friends at SETI is that the narrow-band radio sig-
nals they’re sending (in an attempt to contact alien civilizations) will take many 
years—and in most cases, centuries or even millennia—to reach any potentially 
habitable star systems. 
34In SETI terminology, “active” searching is sending signals into outer space 
(known as messaging to extraterrestrial intelligence, or METI) and “passive” 
searching is listening for signals from outer space.
35Yeshua is the only person in history, as far as I know, who borrowed a grave 
because He wouldn’t need it for long! Most of us need them on a more long-
term basis.
36The Greek word for “inspiration” literally means “God-breathed.” The Scrip-
tures, then, are the very words of God conveying His message for the human race 
(2 Tim. 3:16-17).
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