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The Torah refers repeatedly to Israel’s status as the 
“chosen” People of God, but some find such a notion 

troubling. After all, doesn’t the Bible say that God is “no 
respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34)? How, then, can He 
choose one nation over another? 

Yet, that is precisely what the Bible says He has done: 
“For you [i.e., Israel] are a holy people to the LORD your 
God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people 
for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the 
face of the earth” (Deut. 7:6).

It’s clear that God has treated Israel differently—and 
if anyone considers that “preferential,” so be it.1 They 
have had blessings and privileges that other nations 
haven’t had. But they have also borne the heavy burden 
of responsibilities and obligations that has accompanied 
those privileges. 

In fact, some of our Jewish friends would maintain that 
the responsibilities and obligations have far outweighed 
the blessings and privileges! And who can blame them for 
feeling that way? Their unique role in God’s plan has put 
the Jewish people squarely in the crosshairs of sinister 
and diabolical forces for thousands of years.

God’s choosing of Israel wasn’t arbitrary or based on some 
divine whim. He chose the children of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob for a very specific mission: to be a blessing to 
the whole world.2 So in that sense, the nations (Gentiles 
or Goyim) are beneficiaries of Israel’s divine calling just 
as much as Israel is!

When God first called Abraham, the father of the Jewish 
nation, He told him, “And in you, all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:3b).3

So how, exactly, does this work? How has God used (and 
how does He continue to use) the descendants of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob to bless the nations? Isaiah 61 
helps us answer that question.

Israel’s Messiah and the Nations (vv. 1-3)
The prophet begins by declaring, “The Spirit of the Lord 
GOD is upon Me” (v. 1a). 

This is one of those places where Isaiah seems to step into 
the Anointed Servant’s sandals.4 This also happens in the 
Servant Songs (e.g., Isaiah 49:1-13 and 50:4-11), where 
the Messiah sometimes speaks through Isaiah in the first 
person (“I” and “me”).5 That’s what He’s doing here.

The Anointed Servant is the Messiah, and He says the 
Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Him. That is, He is guided 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit (Ruach HaKodesh). 
This form of the divine name, “Lord GOD” (Adonai Yah-
weh, אדני יהוה), only occurs a few times in the Bible. It com-
bines Adonai (a title reflecting deference and respect) and 
God’s promise-keeping name Yahweh (in Hebrew, yod-
hey-vav-hey), together pointing to His sovereignty, power, 
and authority. Some English translations render Adonai 
Yahweh “Sovereign Lord.”

And that’s exactly what He is—sovereign! The Free 
Dictionary defines “sovereign” as “self governing, inde-
pendent . . . having supreme rank or power . . . [or] para-
mount, supreme.”6 The bottom line here is that someone 
who is sovereign doesn’t answer to anyone else. Final and 
ultimate authority resides with him.

So whatever God’s Servant is going to do for the nations 
of the world, He will do by the power and authority of the 
Sovereign Lord of Heaven and earth. God’s attribute of 
sovereignty means that He rules the universe (haOlam), 
and no one tells Him what He can or cannot do. As the NT 
says, He is “King of kings and Lord of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15; 
cf. Psalm 72:11).

This article is based in part on a Shabbat message 
Gary delivered at Light of the Galilee congregation in 
Nahariya, Israel, on Friday evening, June 27, 2014.

PeteWill
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The Lord GOD isn’t the King of Israel only. One day, 
He will be king of all nations (Dan. 7:13-14). Yes, it’s 
true that He is sovereign over the nations even now in 
a spiritual sense (just like the Kingdom exists now as 
a spiritual reality), but these spiritual, heavenly reali-
ties will one day explode into literal, earthly realities. 
Yeshua prayed, “Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10). Note what the 
Steve Green song says:

“Kings shall bow and adore 
And nations kneel down before Him 
And every tongue confess 
That Jesus Christ is Lord.”7

Already, in just these first few words of Isaiah 61, we see 
the divine Triunity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The 
“Lord GOD” is the Father, “Me” is the Son (or the Mes-
siah), and “the Spirit” is the Holy Spirit (Heb., Ruach 
HaKodesh).8

The Anointed Servant continues, “Because the LORD has 
anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor” (v. 1b).

The Messiah was anointed to preach Good News.9 Before 
we can fully appreciate the good news, however, we must 
first know the bad news. It’s a bit like the farmer in Kansas 
who phoned his neighbor one stormy afternoon and franti-
cally said, “We have an underground, steel-reinforced bun-
ker with concrete walls two feet thick and you are welcome 
to join us there—but you’d better hurry.” The neighbor was 
somewhat nonplussed until he peered outside and saw a 
towering, ominous funnel cloud headed straight for his 
house. Suddenly, the farmer’s offer became the most wel-
come news he had ever heard! He quickly gathered up his 
loved ones and ran next door to the shelter.

Contrast can provide context. Just as darkness helps us 
appreciate light, the bad helps us appreciate the good. 
And in the Bible, the bad news is that we’re all members 
of a fallen race of sinners who are in need of redemption.10 
We cannot work our way to Heaven.11 There’s nothing 
we can do to save ourselves. And yes, there’s a real place 
called Hell, where the devil and all who follow him will 
spend eternity (Rev. 20:10).

The good news12 is that we can choose to follow God, ac-
cept His Son as Savior and Messiah, and be delivered 
from judgment. This is possible because the Lord Jesus 
(HaAdon Yeshua) took our punishment upon Himself and 
paid the penalty for our sins (1 Cor. 15:1-3).

The bad news of our lost and tragic condition is what makes 
the Messiah’s work of redemption such good news for Jew 
and Gentile alike! And He says here that it’s good news 
for “the poor.” The poor in spirit are the ones who have an 
acute awareness of their need for the Good News. They are 
in dire straits—and they know it.13

The verses that follow explain why the Messiah’s mission 
is such good news for Israel and the nations. Isaiah enu-
merates six things God’s Servant will accomplish. 

Justin Hobson
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The dragon pursuing the woman in the wilderness, Bamberg Apocalypse

First, Isaiah (quoting the Messiah) says, “He has sent Me 
to heal the brokenhearted” (v. 1c).

God knows how we feel in our darkest times because His 
heart has been broken, too. His first two children (Adam 
and Eve) rebelled against Him, even though He had provid-
ed them with every conceivable blessing and advantage.14

So the Lord sympathizes with brokenhearted people, 
and He sent the Messiah to heal them. Sometimes, when 
we feel that our hearts are smashed to smithereens and 
we think there’s no hope, we can experience healing if 
we’re patient and willing to trust Him. Never forget that 
God can put a broken heart back together if we give Him 
all of the pieces! 

Second, He was sent “To proclaim liberty to the cap-
tives, And the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound” (v. 1d).

The immediate referent here is the Year of Jubilee (Ha 
Yovel), which occurred on the ancient Jewish calendar 
only once every 50 years (Lev. 25:10). At the beginning of 
this special year, priests would fan out over the Land of 
Israel blowing trumpets to signal the forgiveness of debts, 
the freeing of slaves, and the return of parcels of property 
to the original owners.15

So here the Messiah says that His work is similar to what 
happened during the Year of Jubilee. He would come to re-
store what the Enemy took from us (cf. John 10:10). In His 
role as Redeemer, Yeshua sets people free from the bond-
age and condemnation of sin.16

God wants His children to be free: “Therefore if the Son 
makes you free, you shall be free indeed” (John 8:36).17

Third, the Messiah will come “To proclaim the accept-
able year of the LORD, And the day of vengeance of our 
God” (v. 2a). 

The acceptable (or “favorable”) year of the LORD is yet 
another allusion to the Year of Jubilee.18 But it’s juxta-
posed here with a reference to apocalyptic judgment: “the 
day of vengeance of our God.”

Prophetically, the Year of Jubilee foreshadows the com-
ing Messianic (or Millennial) Age. But before the Messiah 
assumes His place as ruler of the nations, the earth will 
endure a baptism of fire—a protracted, seven-year period 
of horrible cataclysms and judgment.19

Curiously, when Yeshua the Messiah stood up to read 
from Isaiah in the synagogue at Nazareth, He conclud-
ed the reading in the middle of this verse. After He said, 
“. . . the acceptable year of the LORD” (Luke 4:19), He 
abruptly stopped, rolled up the scroll, handed it back to 
the attendant, and sat down (v. 20).

Every eye in the synagogue was riveted on Him. They 
knew He had interrupted the passage. But why?

In retrospect, the explanation is simple. After letting His lis-
teners in Nazareth stew in their curiosity for a few anxious 
moments, Yeshua finally looked up and said, “. . .Today this 
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (v. 21). Everything He 
had read to them up to that point was fulfilled at His first 
coming. They were eyewitnesses!

But “the day of vengeance of our God” (Isa. 61:2) is associ-
ated with the ramp-up to His Second Coming. So there’s 
a 2,000-year interlude between those two phrases (“the 
acceptable year of the LORD” and “the day of vengeance 
of our God”).

He couldn’t say that the prophecy about the Tribulation 
was being “fulfilled in their hearing,” because it wouldn’t 
happen for another 2,000 years or more! That’s why He 
stopped reading at that precise point in the text.
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Fourth, God sends the Messiah “To comfort all who mourn” 
(v. 2b).

In its piel (active) form (as it is here), the Hebrew verb 
nacham (נחם) means “to comfort or console.” Ministers of 
the Gospel are sometimes called on to break the news to 
people that something bad has happened to a loved one. 
When we tell them what has happened, they react strong-
ly, which is normal—and we do our best to bring them 
some comfort. But no matter what we say or do, a broken 
heart doesn’t heal overnight. Very often, nothing seems to 
help, other than the passage of time.

Even animals can grieve. A few years ago, a Navy Seal 
was killed in Iraq. At the military funeral in Iowa, his 
Labrador retriever refused to leave the side of the casket. 
The YouTube video of the soldier’s grief-stricken dog went 
viral. Have you ever heard the cry of a dog in mourning? 
The wail is eerie and almost otherworldly. Once you’ve 
heard it, you’ll never forget it.

God hears our cries. He feels our pain. And yes, if (as Je-
sus said) God knows when a sparrow falls from the sky,20 
He was almost certainly moved by that grieving dog’s 
aching heart. In our darkest times, the Lord reaches out 
to touch and provide strength and hope. It is His nature 
to do so. That’s why one of the Messiah’s ministries is to 
comfort all who mourn.

Fifth, the Messiah comes “To console those who mourn 
in Zion, To give them beauty for ashes, The oil of joy 
for mourning, The garment of praise for the spirit of heavi-
ness” (v. 3a). 

In the previous verse, He was comforting “all who mourn.” 
“All” includes anyone, anywhere. But here, it’s more spe-
cific: The Anointed Servant consoles “those who mourn in 
Zion.” Zion, of course, is the Land of Israel. 

After the Babylonian Exile in ancient times, there was 
plenty for the returning Israelites to mourn. Their coun-
try had been overrun and its cities destroyed. Families 
had been devastated. To make matters worse, only a rem-
nant came back to Israel. Everyone else stayed behind 
in Babylon. After 70 years, they had become comfortable 
there. Their children and grandchildren had been born in 
Babylon. Only the old people remembered Israel.

If “the day of vengeance of our God” (v. 2a) is an apoca-
lyptic reference to future divine judgment (and I believe it 
is), then this verse is talking about God’s comfort of Israel 
after the coming Tribulation Period (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1; 
Matt. 24:15-25) rather than after their return from Baby-
lon in the 6th century BC.

Notice the principle of exchange here: consolation for 
mourning, beauty for ashes, joy for mourning, and praise 
in place of heaviness. The Lord never takes anything 
away from us unless He has something better with which 
to replace it.

Sixth, the Anointed Servant brings glory to God: “That 
they may be called trees of righteousness, The planting of 
the LORD, that He may be glorified” (v. 3b).

Again, if we carry forward the apocalyptic sequence (which 
is consistent with the context), He’s talking here about Is-
rael after the future Tribulation. The imagery here is that 
of trees being planted. 

The tree-planting metaphor is powerful because it’s such 
a graphic depiction of Israel’s experience. She has been 
planted in the Land so many times before, only to be up-
rooted when she came under divine judgment. The fa-
miliar sin→bondage→repentance→restoration cycle was 
repeated over and over throughout the course of Israel’s 
ancient history.

Today, sadly, the people of Israel cannot yet be called 
“trees of righteousness.” The Jewish nation is fraught with 
many of the same problems that plague the non-Jewish 
world—including political corruption, moral decadence, 
and religious apostasy. Israel’s abortion rate is higher than 
much of Europe and North America. Some estimates say 
the number of Jewish babies killed by abortion since 1948 
is well over two million—roughly one-third the number of 
Jewish people killed by the Nazis during HaShoah.21

However, the ancient prophets foresaw a time when the 
sin→bondage→repentance→restoration cycle will final-
ly be broken. The Jewish people will come to faith in 
their Messiah (Rom. 11:26) and be planted in their Land 
permanently, never to be uprooted again: “I will plant 
them in their land, And no longer shall they be pulled up 
From the land I have given them,” Says the LORD your 
God (Amos 9:15).

In that future Day of the LORD, the nations will glorify 
God when they see what He has done for His people Israel.

Israel’s Mission to the Nations (vv. 4-9)
God called Israel to be a beacon of truth, hope, and righ-
teousness, showing the nations the pathway to a new 
world. In the previous chapter, Isaiah had said, Nations 
will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
dawn (60:3 NIV).

This is the world’s millennial hope—with Israel leading 
the way. After the Tribulation, the Jewish nation comes 
to faith and her Messiah returns to establish His earthly 
Kingdom. For a thousand years, God’s Anointed Servant 
will preside over a transformation of this world. The seat 
of His global government will be in Jerusalem. It will be a 
time of unprecedented peace, plenty, and prosperity. 

And they shall rebuild the old ruins, They shall raise up 
the former desolations, And they shall repair the ruined cit-
ies, The desolations of many generations. Strangers shall 
stand and feed your flocks, And the sons of the foreigner 
Shall be your plowmen and your vinedressers (61:4-5). 

Lisa Pembleton
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Rebuilding the Land of Israel (and much of the rest of the 
world) after the devastation of the Tribulation wars will 
be a lot of work for the saints and the survivors. 

Since there will be no more need for extravagant mili-
tary or law enforcement spending during the Kingdom 
Age, saving literally trillions of dollars worldwide, fund-
ing for repairs, and rebuilding shouldn’t be a problem.22 
The radical reshuffling of economic priorities during this 
thousand-year period could account for the universal 
prosperity described in the Bible’s millennial passages.

Note that non-Israelites (“the sons of the foreigner”) will be 
employed in Israel during this time (v. 5). Non-Jews have 
always played an important role in Israeli society (cp. Ex. 
22:21).23 The references to “flocks,” “plowmen,” and “vine-
dressers” could indicate that the millennial world will have 
a largely agrarian (farming/ranching) economy. 

But you shall be named the priests of the LORD, They shall 
call you the servants of our God. You shall eat the riches of 
the Gentiles, And in their glory you shall boast (v. 6).

A priest (Heb., cohen) in ancient Israel was someone who 
served as an intermediary between God and man. Priest-
ly duties were shared by the high priest (cohen hagadol), 
priests (cohanim), and Levites (Levi’im). Most religions in 
the ancient world had a priestly order of some sort, but 
priests in Israel were specifically “priests of Yahweh,” the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

The reference here is not merely to individual priests, how-
ever, but to a nation of priests. Israel as a people would 
serve in a priestly role for the rest of the world, showing 
the nations the way to God: “ ‘Now therefore, if you will 
indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall 
be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth 
is Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to 
the children of Israel” (Ex. 19:5-6).

Note that the primary requirement for this national 
priesthood was holiness. God’s people were called to be 
“a holy nation.” We don’t hear much about holiness these 
days, but we should remember that God hasn’t lowered 
His standard. His character hasn’t changed. Holiness is 
the quality of purity and wholeness that reflects God’s 
own identity, defines who He is, and sets Him apart from 
His creation.24 

The OT priesthood required holiness; and God calls New 
Testament believers to holiness, as well: But you are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His 
own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of 
Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light (1 Pet. 2:9).

Supersessionists will say that the OT priesthood (in an-
cient Israel) has been replaced by the NT priesthood (in 
the Church). Like so many other similar issues, however, 
it’s not “either/or” but rather “both.” In the Messianic 
Community (i.e., the Church), each individual believer is 
a priest in the sense that we all approach God upon the 
basis of the merits of Jesus the Messiah, without anyone 
else serving as a go-between. But that doesn’t mean the 
Levitical priesthood can’t function in worship (much like 
it did in the OT) in the future Millennial Temple.25

Then Isaiah says that Israel will feed on “the riches of the 
Gentiles” and boast in their wealth (61:6b). The nations of 
the world will show their appreciation by funneling large 
amounts of wealth into Israel.26 After thousands of years of 
blessing the nations in countless ways, Israel will finally 
be on the receiving end during the coming Kingdom Age.

And remember: This will be believing (post-Romans 11:26) 
Israel. Virtually the entire nation will consist of believers 
in Yeshua, or what Paul called “the Israel of God” (Gal. 
6:16). What an amazing reversal! Today, the believing 
community in Israel is one of the most economically chal-
lenged groups in the whole country. With a few notable 
exceptions, they and their families eke out a meager liv-
ing by working multiple jobs and cutting corners wherever 
possible. Many Messianic congregations in Israel struggle 
financially. But during the Millennium, the wealth of the 
nations will pour into believing Israel! 

Instead of your shame you shall have double honor, And in-
stead of confusion they shall rejoice in their portion. There-
fore in their land they shall possess double; Everlasting joy 
shall be theirs (v. 7). 

After millennia of “shame” and “humiliation” (much of 
which the Jewish people brought on themselves in the 
form of God’s judgment at various stages in their history), 
Israel will “rejoice” and have “everlasting joy” under Mes-
siah’s loving and benevolent rule. 

Also, note the phrase “in their Land.” Composed of only 
three words in the English text, this phrase is rich in sig-
nificance. Israel isn’t just “a piece of real estate.” It’s more 
than mere rocks, sand, and soil. It’s the territory that was 
promised to Abraham and his descendants through the 
line of Isaac and Jacob (Gen. 50:24; Ex. 33:1; Num. 32:11; 
Deut. 1:8, 6:10). When those men or their descendants 
tilled the ground and got dirt under their fingernails, that 
dirt served as a reminder of God’s covenant promises. It 
meant that God had not forgotten lost humanity and its 
tragic plight. His redemptive plan was still intact.

In fact, even at that early stage of salvation history, the 
LORD had already set a plan in motion that would reach 
its apex in the coming of the great Deliverer (Yeshua the 
Messiah) who would save anyone willing to turn from sin 
and trust in Him. And God gave the Jewish people a vis-
ible, tangible token of those promises—the Land of Israel 
(and the dirt under their fingernails!). That’s why we often 
capitalize the word “Land” (making it a proper noun) when 
it’s used in reference to the geographical Land of Israel.

“For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery for burnt 
offering; I will direct their work in truth, And will make 
with them an everlasting covenant” (v. 8).

This is why the world must be transformed. The LORD 
hates things the way they are now—a broken world 
stricken with warfare, hatred, conflict, heartache, pain, 
misery, injustice, wickedness, and the resultant suffering 
of masses of humanity. Evildoers seem to prosper and get 
away with their wicked deeds. 

1897 Bible Picture
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“YOU SHALL BE A BLESSING”—
JEWISH INVENTIONS AND INNOVATIONS

Jewish blessings aren’t just the high and lofty things like the Messiah, 
the Scriptures, and the promises of God—although those blessings 
are certainly important. Sometimes they’re the little things we never 
stop to consider!

Here’s a brief summary of how Jewish pioneers in science and industry 
have made the world a better place for the rest of us.

THINGS YOU MAY USE EVERY DAY: Denim clothing (Levi Strauss), 
lipstick, the ballpoint pen, instant coffee, television remote control, 
traf� c lights, Scotchguard, the Flexi-straw (the drinking straw that 
conveniently bends)

REALLY BIG INVENTIONS: Genetic engineering, the nuclear chain 
reactor, digital virtual reality, nuclear power and defensive weaponry

CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS: Hollywood sit-coms (situation 
comedies), the LP (long playing) record, sound movies, home videos, 
color TV, instant photography, holography, the wedding processional 
(Felix Mendelssohn)

GAME CHANGERS: Monotheism, the theory of relativity, quantum 
mechanics, the weekend (Shabbat)

NEVER BUY RETAIL: Discount stores, pawnshops, the shopping 
cart, and the ready-to-wear clothing industry

I FEEL BETTER ALREADY: The polio vaccine, local anesthesia, 
X-rays, antibiotics, radiation treatment for cancer, chemotherapy, 
the kidney dialysis machine, de� brillators, cardiac pacemakers, the 
vaccination against the deadly “Hepatitis B” virus, the vaccinating 
needle, laser technology

CHAI TECH: Google, Facebook, direct marketing of computers 
(Dell), the wire transmission facsimile (FAX), the microphone, the 
Gramophone (phonograph), radios and wireless technology, the 
microprocessing chip, optical � ber cable, laser, cellular technology, 
the videotape recorder (VCR) that revolutionized home entertainment 
in the 1970s and 80s.

HOW DID WE LIVE WITHOUT THESE?: Meals in a box (Kraft 
macaroni and cheese), drip irrigation, scale model electric trains, the 
pager, walkie-talkies, the refrigerated railroad car, high-vacuum electron 
tubes, the incandescent lamp, Kodachrome � lm, the blimp, the adding 
machine, stainless steel, tapered roller bearings 

—Adapted from “An Informal List of Jewish Inventions, Innovations and 
Radical Ideas” by Kathryn Bernheimer in The Boulder Jewish News 
(www.boulderjewishnews.org), October 23, 2009.
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But Judgment Day is coming! God will put the wicked in 
their place (literally), and He will reward His people and 
use them to usher in a radically new world order. 

The opposite of an “everlasting covenant” is a temporary 
or conditional covenant—and God makes it clear here 
that His covenant with His people never ends. Everything 
He has promised will come to pass. Not one word of His 
promises will fail (cf. Josh. 23:14).

“Their descendants shall be known among the Gentiles, 
And their offspring among the people. All who see them 
shall acknowledge them, That they are the posterity whom 
the LORD has blessed” (v. 9).

This is precisely why the LORD will keep His promises 
to Israel. No one will ever accuse God of being a promise-
breaker and make the charge stick. They’ll never look down 
on the dry, dusty bones of a defeated and decimated Jewish 
nation and cackle, “So what happened to all of those prom-
ises? Ha! It looks like those lifeless skeletons are doomed to 
remain in their graves forever!”

On the contrary, the nations will look at a revived and 
regenerated Israel during the Millennium and say, “They 
are the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob whom 
Yahweh has blessed!” It will be a modern-day miracle! In 
the words of the Apostle Paul, it will be, quite remark-
ably, “life from the dead” (Rom. 11:15).27

Israel’s Message for the Nations 
(vv. 10-11)
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, My soul shall be joyful 
in my God; For He has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteous-
ness, As a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, And 
as a bride adorns herself with her jewels (v. 10).

Educators use repetition for emphasis—and that’s what we 
have here. The English text correctly says, “I will greatly 
rejoice in the LORD”; however, the Hebrew literally says, 
“To rejoice, I will rejoice in Yahweh.” The point is clear: The 
LORD wants His people to “greatly rejoice” in Him. 

Note, too, that this isn’t some passive, quiet, introspective 
form of rejoicing. Scholars who’ve studied the etymology 
of the Hebrew word say it comes from a root meaning “to 
leap” or “to spring” for joy.28 

This principle of rejoicing can apply to all believers, of 
course, whether Jew or Gentile; but in this context it’s a 
reference to national Israel (who will have recently come to 
faith in her Messiah) during the future Kingdom Age. The 
Jewish people will “be joyful” in their God (Heb., Elohi).

For as the earth brings forth its bud, As the garden causes 
the things that are sown in it to spring forth, So the Lord 
GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth 
before all the nations (v. 11).

It’s important to realize that true righteousness isn’t 
merely a matter of following someone’s list of do’s and 
don’ts. It’s not something we have to struggle to conjure 
up in our own strength. Rather, it should come natural-
ly—like a kernel of wheat that’s planted, then germinates 
and grows into a tall, strong stalk of wheat with many 
kernels on it. That seed didn’t have to work at becoming 
a stalk of wheat. It was just doing what came naturally, 
because that’s what it is—wheat.

Do we struggle at times as believers to do what’s right? 
Of course we do. No one ever said that living a godly life 

would be easy! Our old and new natures coexist in each of 
us. So we have to decide which of those natures (i.e., the 
carnal or the spiritual) we will nurture and embrace. 

The coming, earthly Kingdom will not be a perfect time—
in fact, it ends with a vast rebellion and one of the most 
devastating wars in history (Rev. 20:8).29 It will also be a 
time when the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring forth before all the nations. It will be 
God’s work—and it will be infectious. Israel will lead the 
way—and it’ll spread to the Gentiles.

How remarkable! The most pervasive epidemic in the his-
tory of Planet Earth will be one of righteousness! No one 
will be able to contain or control it. It will begin with Isra-
el and spread everywhere—raging, relentless righteous-
ness! Can you imagine such a thing?

Conclusion
There’s a powerful bond between Israel and the nations 
because neither one can fulfill its God-appointed destiny 
without the other!

We need each other. Israel needs the nations because she 
exists to bless them and to show them the way to God. 
That’s the nature of God’s calling on the descendants 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Without the nations, the 
Jewish people could never fulfill that calling.

Many years ago, a friend in Illinois showed me a power-
ful, 700-horsepower racing engine that he had just spent 
the better part of a year building from the ground up. He 
had poured tens of thousands of dollars into the parts and 
machine work. Now it was finished and sitting on blocks 
in his shop.

He stepped back and said, “Just think: All of that horse-
power, but all it can do right now is sit there.”

I asked him what he meant, and he explained that the 
engine needed a car. That big, high-torque engine was 
built to power a car that would compete on a track, racing 
against other cars. This man’s new engine needed a car, 
and the car would need an engine.
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1 We would say it another way. God has gifted and equipped Israel differently because 
of her unique calling. It’s not so much a matter of privilege as it is simply one of equip-
ping Israel to fulfill her calling—namely, to be a blessing to the entire world.
2 Even verses like the one in Zechariah 2:8, which says that Israel is the “apple of [God’s] 
eye,” must be properly interpreted. The prophet isn’t talking about some mushy, emotion-
al attachment the Lord has to Abraham, Isaac, and their descendants. Rather, he’s saying 
that they have a special place in God’s plan because He has called them to do something 
special for Him. His protection and preservation of the Jewish people, then, is part of 
a divine strategy to see His plan through to its completion. Abraham’s role in that plan 
came to fruition in a twofold fulfillment beginning with the first coming of the Messiah. 
That first coming blessed the world because it made spiritual renewal possible: “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). The second aspect of His coming (the 
Second Coming) will likewise bless the world by bringing about the long-awaited physical 
deliverance from the effects of the Edenic curse (cp. Rom. 8:18-22). Biblical Redemption, 
then, is effective in both the spiritual and physical realms—now and in the future.
3 In Genesis 12, God called Abram (whose name was later expanded to Abraham, mean-
ing “father of a multitude”) to leave his home in Ur of the Chaldeans and go to a Land 
that He would show him (v. 1). Abram obeyed without even asking (as far as we know) 
where God was taking him (v. 4).
4 The Anointed Servant, of course, is the Messiah (the Hebrew Mashiach means “Anoint-
ed One”). In Isaiah 42, one of the four, famous “Servant Songs” in Isaiah, the LORD says 
He has put His Spirit upon this divine Servant—and He will use Him to “bring forth 
justice to the Gentiles” (v. 1).
5 The Book of Isaiah includes four “Servant Songs” in which the Messiah is portrayed as 
God’s Anointed Servant. These remarkable passages are found in 42:1-9, 49:1-13, 50:4-
11, and 52:13–53:12.
6 Based on the definition in The Free Dictionary at www.thefreedictionary.com.
7 Words and music by Gary Driskell and Marty Hennis. Copyright 1994 Word Music/
Ariose Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved.
8 Some people object to reading trinitarianism into this phrase. They point out that Yah-
weh can refer to the Son, Yeshua (Jesus), rather than to the Father. While it’s true that the 
NT closely associates Yeshua and Yahweh (see Sam Shamoun’s helpful summary entitled 
“Jesus is Yahweh” at www.answering-islam.org), it doesn’t necessarily mean they are one 
and the same. More likely, as Mr. Shamoun suggests, it means that “the NT writers clearly 
believed that the Lord Jesus Christ was the incarnation of Yahweh God, i.e., they believed 
that Yahweh God Almighty had become an actual human being in the historical person of 
the Lord Jesus.” The Apostle Paul said essentially the same thing: He [Jesus of Nazareth] is 
the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation (Col. 1:15). “The invisible God” 
cannot be Jesus, because He (Jesus) possesses physicality and is clearly visible, even to 
the point where at the climax of history, “every eye will see Him” (see Revelation 1:7).
9 The Hebrew word Mashiach means “Anointed One.” The word derives from the an-
cient custom of smearing oil on someone who was set aside for a special ministry or 
purpose.
10 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23).
11 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast (Eph. 2:8-9).
12 The Greek word for “gospel” is euangelion, which literally means “good news.”
13 God’s good news only has meaning to those who know they need it. In the Sermon on 
the Mount, the Messiah said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit. For theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matt. 5:3). He also said, “. . .Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick” (9:12).
14 See Genesis 3:1-24.
15 Interestingly, the Jubilee Year didn’t begin on the first of the year, like a year-long 
observance normally would, but rather on the Day of Atonement ten days later. This 
reminds us that freedom from sin and oppression comes only through the shed blood 
of our Messiah (Heb. 9:7-25; cp. Rom. 3:25). Freedom, then, isn’t free; it’s very costly.
16 The NT consistently sees many facets of the OT narrative as foreshadowing future 
events and spiritual truths, and that is no less true of the Year of Jubilee.
17 Biblical freedom isn’t the right to do whatever we want to do, but rather the power to 
do whatever we ought to do. There’s a certain irony in the fact that the devil entices us 
with offers of “freedom,” but the end result is always some form of bondage.

18 The prophet uses similar language in 49:8-13, where the “acceptable” day of redemp-
tion and restoration (v. 8) foreshadows the future Messianic Age, when the heavens 
will shout for joy and the earth will rejoice (v. 13).
19 This coming seven-year period of Tribulation is called “the Time of Jacob’s Trouble” 
(Jer. 30:7). A pregnant woman endures great pain and agony before she gives birth, 
and likewise the world (and Israel in particular) will endure a period of great trials and 
conflicts before a new world (the Millennial Kingdom) is born. Jeremiah says the pro-
cess is “like a woman in labor” (v. 6). This “pains of childbirth” analogy for the arrival 
of the Messianic Age is common in ancient Jewish sources. For instance, see the discus-
sion of chevlei Mashiach (i.e., birthpangs or world travail preceding Messiah’s coming) 
in Sanhedrin 98 (a and b), as well as Bereshit Rabbah 42:4, where the Genesis Midrash 
comments, “When you see the Powers fighting each other, look for the coming . . . of the 
King Messiah.”
20 “Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground 
apart from your Father’s will” (Matt. 10:29).
21 According to Rick Ridings in “The Root of Worldwide Abortion” (Reformation Prayer 
Network at www.usrpn.org), every fourth pregnancy in Israel is terminated by abor-
tion. It’s a national epidemic and an unimaginable catastrophe.
22 According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI, head-
quartered in Sweden), the nations of the world laid out roughly $1,756,000,000,000 in 
military spending during 2013—or almost two trillion US dollars. This figure doesn’t 
include law enforcement expenditures worldwide. New York City alone, for example, 
spends almost $5 billion annually on its immense police force (the storied NYPD).
23 The Lord gave specific instructions about how non-Jews should be treated in Israel: 
‘The stranger who dwells among you shall be to you as one born among you, and you shall 
love him as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God’ 
(Lev. 19:34).
24 In Hebrew, the word qadosh (“holy”) comes from a root meaning “to divide” or “to set 
apart.” Something (or someone) that is holy, then, is turned over to God and becomes 
uniquely His—and therefore should reflect His character.
25 The Book of Hebrews in the NT goes into some detail about the superiority of the 
NT (Melchizedekan) priesthood over the OT (Aaronic) priesthood. But that doesn’t 
necessarily mean one has permanently done away with the other. For instance, one 
could easily say—without much fear of contradiction—that a Maserati Alfieri is su-
perior to a Chevy Impala; however, that doesn’t mean the two cars can’t coexist. The 
Maserati is demonstrably superior and can perform in ways the Chevy can’t; but the 
Chevy can still serve a useful purpose. When the writer of Hebrews says,  He [the suf-
fering Messiah] takes away the first that He may establish the second (10:9b), he may 
have been forecasting the impending destruction of the Jerusalem Temple which took 
place in AD 70 and in effect “took away” the Levitical system, thereby helping to es-
tablish “a new and living way” to approach God (cp. 8:13). When the Levitical system 
resumes in the Millennial Temple (as anticipated in Ezekiel 40–48), it will celebrate 
that new and living way! The millennial system of sacrifices will be commemorative 
rather than salvific (that is, the millennial sacrifices will recall the “once and for all” 
sacrifice of Messiah Yeshua on Calvary rather than possessing saving efficacy of their 
own). In reality, there has been only one way to approach God all along (i.e., by grace, 
through faith) because it has never been “possible that the blood of bulls and goats 
could take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). Perhaps surprisingly, the “new” way is actually the 
oldest way! That is, it’s traceable back to Abraham and therefore actually predates 
the Mosaic system of sacrifices (cf. Rom. 4:1-18).
26 There is no mention here of the nations being forced or coerced to transfer these 
large amounts of wealth to Israel. As far as we can tell, the free-will offerings men-
tioned in this text will be prompted by love and gratitude.
27 These allusions to a latter-day resurrection of national Israel are based on the imag-
ery of Ezekiel 37, where the Jewish nation appears as dead, dry bones filling an “open 
valley”—that is, a huge, open grave (v. 2). Gradually, in several stages, the once-dead 
bones are resurrected while the wide-eyed prophet beholds the unfolding of this jaw-
dropping miracle. Finally, to Ezekiel’s utter amazement, the reassembled skeletons 
stand to their feet, “an exceedingly great army” (v. 10). 
28 See Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon at the entry for ׂשוׂש.
29 Perfection will have to wait until after the Millennium, when the world transitions 
into the Eternal State and the old order of things passes away (Rev. 21:4).
30 The Hebrew phrase for “Light of the Nations” is Or L’Goyim.

ENDNOTES

Israel is like that engine, and the nations are like the car. 
Israel needs the nations in order to fulfill her calling. God 
gave Israel the fathers, the Scriptures, the covenants, and 
the Messiah – all of which she has shared with the world.

And the nations need Israel. Her moral and ethical guid-
ance has been invaluable. Jewish cultural and scientific 
contributions to civilization are immeasurable. But the 
world’s greatest need is to know God. People need the Lord! 

So, then, in a world that’s cluttered with thousands of pur-
ported ways to reach God, how are we supposed to know 
which one is right? The famous Jewish rabbi from Naza-
reth brought clarity to this critical issue when He declared, 
“. . . I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me” (John 14:6). He also said, “. . . 
I am the light of the world . . .” (8:12).

And someday, after Israel comes to faith in her Messiah, 
she will light the way for the nations—not just morally, 
ethically, and culturally, but also spiritually: The Gentiles 
shall come to your light, And kings to the brightness of 
your rising (Isa. 60:3).30

After all, that is why God chose Israel in the first place!

Dr. Gary Hedrick  
is president of  
CJF Ministries.
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We have already learned from Verse 1 of Psalm 110 that 
Jehovah-YHWH exalted His own Son, David’s Lord, 

the man Yeshua the Messiah, by placing Him as man (in 
His humanity) at His right hand. Why is it? Because He 
was that one Man who completely satisfied God’s righteous 
indignation against sin through His own death, burial, and 
resurrection. In Verses 2-3 we read: The LORD shall send 
the rod of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of 
Your enemies! Your people shall be volunteers In the day of 
Your power; In the beauties of holiness, from the womb of 
the morning, You have the dew of Your youth.

In Verse 2 we learn the reality of the kingly rule of Da-
vid’s Lord. He is now sitting at God’s right hand yet still 
rejected by the vast majority of this world. The kings and 
the leading rulers are against Him. He is despised and re-
jected by men. Those who rejected Him are His enemies, 
and His name is still dishonored in this world. David al-
ready pointed out in Psalm 2:1-2 his Lord the Messiah’s 
enemies: Why do the nations rage, And the people plot 
a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, And 
the rulers take counsel together, Against the LORD, and 
against His Anointed, . . . Notice, the people, the kings, 
and the rulers set themselves against YHWH and against 
His Messiah. This is the condition of Messiah’s enemies. 
They are against Him. Even Messiah’s people, our breth-
ren the people Israel, are still blinded to His Lordship. 
They have become enemies of the Gospel for the benefit 
of the Gentile world, as we read in Romans 11:28a: Con-
cerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake. So our 
Lord YHWH in His eternal wisdom and plan, assured Da-
vid’s Lord, Jesus the Messiah, that He would send His 
rod of strength out of Zion: The LORD shall send the rod 
of Your strength out of Zion. The Hebrew word for “rod” 
is matteh. This word for rod is not the same word as the 
rod of the shepherd, shivtecha, spoken of in Psalm 23:4b, 
which comforts God’s flock: Your rod and Your staff, they 

comfort me. But this rod, matteh, is the scepter of a king 
who has leadership, authority, and rule. We read of this 
scepter-rod in Genesis 49:10a: The scepter shall not de-
part from Judah. Our Messiah Jesus, the One who was 
from the Tribe of Judah, David’s Lord and David’s son, is 
yet to receive from YHWH complete authority, power, and 
strength in order to reign as Israel’s king and world rul-
er out of Zion. The name and place that is called Zion is 
known to be the City of David (see 2 Samuel 5:7). Zion and 
Jerusalem are names of the same location: Both speak of 
the very same city. Jerusalem is the larger, extended part 
of David’s city Zion, the city where God set His name. 

Many passages in our Hebrew Scriptures use both names 
interchangeably: Jerusalem and Zion, as shown here. Do 
good in Your good pleasure to Zion; Build thou the walls of 
Jerusalem (Psalm 51:18). And again: To declare the name 
of the LORD in Zion, And His praise in Jerusalem (Psalm 
102:21). And: The LORD bless you out of Zion, And may you 
see the good of Jerusalem all the days of your life (Psalm 
128:5). Israel’s Prophet Isaiah wrote: For out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem 
(2:3b). This promise from YHWH is yet to be fulfilled in the 
coming Messianic Kingdom, when Yeshua, David’s Lord, 
will rule this world with YHWH’s power. Obviously this 
promise of Messiah’s rule has not yet come to pass. One 
does not need to be a great observer to understand this 
fact. Just look around; 2,000 years have passed since the 
Lord Jesus was exalted to YHWH’s right hand. Yet, most 
of God’s earthly people Israel still do not accept Yeshua 
as their Messiah; the vast majority of the Gentile world 
refuses to acknowledge Yeshua’s Lordship; and the fact is, 
the world is in continual, ongoing disobedience to God and 
to His glorified Son, King Messiah. From this verse, and 
these facts, we understand that this promise of the Mes-
sianic Kingdom is yet to be fulfilled—in the soon-coming 
future. We long for that day! 
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Having said this, we immediately notice that YHWH does 
not wait for the future rule of the Messiah. He announced 
His present rule to the risen and glorified Messiah when 
He proclaimed in Verse 2b: Rule in the midst of Your en-
emies. The enemies of God and His anointed One are still 
in this world. They continue in their own sinful ways, not 
recognizing that this same Jesus whom they have rejected 
is now ruling in His absence over the affairs of this world. 
He has authority in the midst of His enemies and is in full 
control of all that is going on in this world. Nothing is hid-
den from His eyes. Hebrews 4:13b reads: but all things are 
naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give 
account. This is what our Lord Jesus the Messiah is doing 
now, while He is at YHWH’s right hand. To stress again: 
He is a rejected king and is yet ruling in the midst of His 
enemies. This is an amazing truth that must fill the heart 
of every believer with joy. In this Church Age, there are 
individual believers who through simple faith have trust-
ed in the glorified Messiah, redeemed individuals out of 
many peoples, tongues, and nations—both Jews and Gen-
tiles, even now in the days of His rejection. For those of us 
who believe on Him now, Yeshua has become a ruler-king 
who reigns over our hearts in the midst of His enemies. 
We read in Hebrews 2:8-9 these words: “You have put all 
things in subjection under his feet.” For in that He put all 
in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put 
under him. But now we do not yet see all things put under 
him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than 
the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory 
and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death 
for everyone. These words were written to our brethren, 
Jewish believers of the first century, who needed encour-
agement to continue in following after their rejected Mes-
siah. Note again: To them the Apostle wrote in Verse 9, 
saying, But now we do not yet see all things put under 
him. Look around and see: He is still rejected, yet in due 
time all things will be put under His feet. This sure prom-
ise is still in the future, but we who know Him through 
faith see Yeshua crowned as king and seated on God’s 
right hand with glory and honor.

Verse 3 of Psalm 110 presents us with the wonderful 
promise that YHWH made to David’s Lord Yeshua. Your 
people shall be volunteers In the day of Your power; In the 
beauties of holiness, from the womb of the morning, You 
have the dew of Your youth. Messiah’s people Israel did 
not accept Him at His first coming; they did not receive 
Yeshua as Israel’s Messiah when He came in humiliation. 
He came at first to make atonement, to die for the sins 
of the world. At that time, His own nation Israel did not 
receive Him. This is what John wrote in his Gospel, John 
1:11: He came to His own, and His own did not receive 
Him. Notice, John calls his Jewish brethren Messiah’s 
“own” people. He called the Jewish people “His own,” even 
when they did not receive Him! 

Scripture presents our people Israel, on earth, as “God’s 
chosen people,” even though as a whole they are still in an 
unregenerated state. “God’s chosen people” does not mean 
that all Jewish persons are saved, even if they are descen-
dants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Every Hebrew, Is-
raeli, Jewish person, must receive the Messiah Yeshua as 
his own Lord and Savior. So John calls Israel “His own.” 
Paul, in Romans 11:1a, points to Israel as God’s people as 
well when He says: I say then, has God cast away His peo-
ple? Paul and John both knew their Hebrew Scriptures. 
They spoke of that which Israel’s prophet prophesied 
about the Messiah in Isaiah 53:3 some 750 years earlier: 
He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief. And we [Israel] hid, as it were, our 
[Israel’s] faces from Him; He was despised, and we [Israel] 

did not esteem Him. Isaiah wrote of the Messiah and of 
this rejection, which happened in His first coming. But 
now we read of His second coming, “in the days of His 
power,” when our Lord Yeshua will come again. This time 
He will come in power to judge His enemies, which are in 
the world. We read in Revelation 1:7: Behold, He is com-
ing with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who 
pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn 
because of Him. Even so, Amen. Every eye of every person 
in the world will see Him. Israel as a nation shall mourn 
over Him, as we read in Zechariah 12:10b: Yes, they will 
mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve 
for Him as one grieves for a firstborn. We read that only 
then will Messiah’s people Israel be “willing,” nedavot. 
It speaks of Israel as a nation, who will be willing to of-
fer themselves as a free-will and voluntary offering unto 
YHWH–just as in days of old when our people Israel of-
fered unto YHWH a free-will offering for the building of 
God’s house, the Tabernacle. We read in Exodus 35:29a: 
The children of Israel brought a freewill offering to the 
LORD. Our people Israel, in a day to come, will be fully 
restored to a love relationship with their YHWH and their 
Messiah, David’s Lord. 

We stress again: They will be willing to offer themselves 
as a nedavot, a free-will and voluntary offering unto their 
Messiah, whom they rejected at His first coming. What a 
day that will be, not only for Israel but also for the heart 
of Yeshua the Messiah. At that future time when our Mes-
siah Jesus, David’s Adon, will come in power, His people 
Israel will not only be a willing people, but they will also 
be a holy nation representing David’s Lord, Yeshua the 
Messiah, in holiness and in splendor, In the beauties of 
holiness, from the womb of the morning (see Verse 3 of 
Psalm 110). The people of Israel will be a beautiful or-
nament for the glory of God, a holy nation unto YHWH, 
clothed with Messiah’s righteousness, ready to represent 
Him just as the high priest’s garments were made for 
glory and beauty: “And you shall make holy garments for 
Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty” (Ex. 28:2). 
At that coming day, as in days of old, Israel will be much, 
much more than when YHWH remembered His relation-
ship with His people Israel. Note what YHWH said in Jer-
emiah 2:3a: “Israel was holiness to the LORD, . . .”

Israel will receive a new life. Israel will be a “born-again” 
nation, as Ezekiel 36:26a reads: “I will give you a new heart 
and put a new spirit within you.” Israel will have a fresh 
start, a new beginning, as we read in Verse 3 of Psalm 110, 
a people . . . from the womb of the morning, . . . Just as a new 
baby comes out of his mother’s womb, starting new life, so 
also will Israel, Messiah’s people, be born again into a new 
life, out of the womb of the darkness, sorrow, and pain of 
tribulation days. The Prophet Isaiah wrote in his last chap-
ter, 66:8-9: “Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen 
such things? Shall the earth be made to give birth in one 
day? Or shall a nation be born at once? For as soon as Zion 
was in labor, She gave birth to her children. Shall I bring to 
the time of birth, and not cause delivery?” says the LORD. 
“Shall I who cause delivery shut up the womb?” says your 
God. At Messiah’s second coming, Israel will also reflect 
their King Messiah as the dew reflects the sun when it 
rises. You have the dew of Your youth (Psalm 110:3b). The 
word for “dew” is tal, that dew which rises out of the ground 
at the beginning of a new day. Israel will reflect the glory 
of our Lord Jesus, which He will shed upon them through 
the Holy Spirit. We see this picture in Psalm 133:3: It is 
like the dew of Hermon, Descending upon the mountains 
of Zion; For there the LORD commanded the blessing–Life 
forevermore. What a wonderful future is waiting for Israel 
and for the world! May the Lord hasten that day. 
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As we continue in our study of Psalm 110, we read in 
Verse 4 an additional proclamation. David, by divine in-
spiration, heard Jehovah making an oath to his Lord, his 
Adon, his Master, saying, The LORD has sworn And will 
not relent, “You are a priest forever According to the or-
der of Melchizedek.” This verse is very important, because 
through this proclamation we learn about the eternal 
priesthood of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah. He is a di-
vine person, according to Verse 1. He is a king, according 
to Verses 2 and 3. But now, from Verse 4, we learn that 
Yeshua is also a priest. In the first part of Verse 4 we read 
that God made an oath: The LORD has sworn. In Hebrew 
the word is nishbah. To make an oath, or to “swear,” is to 
make a committed promise that one will stand behind his 
word, making sure that what was said will certainly come 
to pass. This is precious to our hearts, because we know 
that if God makes a promise He will fulfill it. Man fails 
in keeping promises, but God never fails to fulfill every 
promise He makes. He, YHWH, swore in the past that He 
would bless our father Abraham and his seed after him, 
long before David was born: “. . . By Myself I have sworn, 
says the LORD, . . . blessing I will bless you, and multi-
plying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the 
heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your 
descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies” (Gen. 
22:16-17). So now, in Psalm 110:4, He, YHWH, “the God 
who cannot lie” (see Titus 1:2), makes an oath to David’s 
Lord, assuring David and the people of Israel that the 
Messiah is a priest forever. YHWH adds these words: “I 
will not relent.” The Hebrew word yeenachem means “to 
be comforted.” God is simply saying, “I will not change my 
mind or find comfort in any other person. No matter what 
any may say, I will not change my promise.” YHWH will 
not change His plan and purpose for His Son. To repeat: 
He is sealing His proclamation concerning the Messiah’s 
priesthood by saying, “I will not relent. I will not be com-
forted in anyone else.” This word yeenachem is found else-
where in the Hebrew Scriptures. In Genesis 6:6 we read 
that God saw the wickedness of men on the face of the 
earth, and He was grieved in His heart because of men’s 
sinfulness. Thus we read: And the LORD was sorry that 
He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His 
heart. Because of man’s wickedness, a holy God could only 
be comforted by the destruction of this dishonoring, sinful 
creation. This is why we read in Verse 7a: So the LORD 
said, “I will destroy man whom I have created, . . .” But 
God did not destroy all men, because of His grace toward 
them. We read in Verse 8: But Noah found grace in the 
eyes of the LORD. Noah’s Hebrew name means “comfort.” 

God found rest and comfort in Noah, a man who pleased 
Him, a man who was a picture of the coming Messiah. 
Therefore, God did not destroy all men. Noah and his 
family were saved from God’s wrath.

Next, we learn from Verse 4b of Psalm 110, YHWH’s amaz-
ing statement concerning David’s Lord: “You are a priest 
for ever according to the order of Melchizedek.” Pay at-
tention to the three things that YHWH proclaimed about 
the Messiah. First, the Messiah is declared to be a priest: 
You are a priest. Second, Messiah is proclaimed to be an 
“eternal priest,” forever. Third, we notice that Messiah’s 
priesthood is not after the order of Levi but according to 
the order of Melchizedek. 

One may ask the question: How is it possible for David’s 
Lord, who is a ruling king, to be a priest at the same time? 
No one in Israel’s history had both offices at once. The 
reason is simply this: No one could be born to two differ-
ent tribes. Our Lord Jesus the Messiah was born to the 
kingly tribe of Judah and not to the priestly line of Levi. 
God’s Word clearly teaches us that the kings of Israel will 
be descendants of only the tribe of Judah. First, Jacob 
(who was also called Israel) blessed his sons, pronouncing 
before his death by divine inspiration in Genesis 49:10a, 
that “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a law-
giver from between his feet, . . .” God himself promised 
King David in 2 Samuel 7:16 that His kingdom will be 
eternal. Matthew, in his Gospel, also records the kingly 
line in Chapter 1, showing the genealogy of Yeshua the 
Messiah, that He is a descendant of the tribe of Judah: 
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of Da-
vid, the Son of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac be-
got Jacob, and Jacob begot Judas and his brothers (vv. 
1-2). So it is clear that Israel’s kings were of the tribe of 
Judah. On the other hand, Israel’s priests were to come 
only out of the tribe of Levi, as the Lord commanded Mo-
ses in Numbers 3:5-6: And the LORD spoke to Moses, say-
ing: “Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them before 
Aaron the priest, that they may serve him.” In Verse 9 we 
read: “And you shall give the Levites to Aaron and his sons; 
they are given entirely to him from among the children of 
Israel.” And once again we read in Verse 12: “Now behold, 
I Myself have taken the Levites from among the children 
of Israel instead of every firstborn who opens the womb 
among the children of Israel. Therefore the Levites shall be 
Mine.” In light of this, it is clear that David’s Lord Yeshua 
could not be a priest after the Levitical order since He was 
born to the tribe of Judah. But YHWH declared Him to be 
a priest (kohen) after a completely different order. Note 
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again: “You are a priest forever According to the order of 
Melchizedek” (Psalm110: 4b). This expression, “according 
to the order,” in Hebrew is al-debratee. It actually means 
“based upon My word.” In actuality, God said to His Son: 
“Based upon my sure word, you are a priest forever like 
Melchizedek.”  Well, who is this person Melchizedek? And 
why is his name mentioned in connection with David’s 
Lord? To understand this, we must look into the event 
found in Genesis 14. 

Melchizedek’s name is mentioned only two times in the 
Old Testament, the Tanakh: Here in Psalm 110:4 and in 
Genesis 14:18. In Abraham’s day there was a war of four 
kings against five kings. The five kings rebelled against 
Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, one of the four kings. In the 
war between those two companies, Chedorlaomer’s group 
defeated the five kings. One of the five defeated kings was 
the king of Sodom. Verse 11 states: Then they took all 
the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provi-
sions, and went their way. Sodom and Gomorrah, there-
fore, were two cities of the five which were defeated by the 
company of four, led by Chedorlaomer, king of Elam. Lot, 
Abraham’s brother’s son, lived in Sodom. Chedorlaomer’s 
group also took Lot’s goods and provisions, as explained 
in Verse 12: They also took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son who 
dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. Someone 
told Abraham the Hebrew about it. (Note: This is the first 
time in the Bible we read the word Everee, “Hebrew.”) 
Abraham was called by this name because he had crossed 
over Avar, crossed over Mesopotamia, and settled in the 
Promised Land. So Abraham, as a military man, took 
with him 318 of his servants, and they pursued those 
four kings. He apprehended them and brought back all 
the goods that had been taken from Sodom and Gomor-
rah, including his brother’s son Lot, and all his goods, 
the women, and the people. He returned them to Sodom. 
Here, in Verses 17 to 24 of Genesis 14, is where we are 
introduced to this man called Melchizedek. He’s men-
tioned one time here in Genesis, and not again until we 
come to Psalm 110, and then numerous times in the New 
Testament. Upon Abraham’s return from defeating the 
enemies of Lot, two individuals appeared unto him: First, 
the king of Sodom came offering him many goods, which 
Abraham refused to receive; then we read about the man 
called Melchizedek, the king of Salem, in Verse 18: Then 
Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; 
he was the priest of God Most High. His name means “My 
King Is Righteous.” He appeared to God’s servant Abra-
ham unexpectedly, bringing bread and wine to him.

We must take note of how God’s Holy Spirit presents this 
person named Melchizedek (Gen. 14:18-20). First, we read 
that He was a king: king of Salem, Melech Shalem (Salem 
is Zion, Jerusalem, see Psalm 76:2). Second, we read that 
he is a priest: the priest of the God most high, Kohen Le-El 
Elyon. Melchizedek was both a king and a priest—at the 
same time. Third, we read of what Melchizedek did. He 
brought bread and wine, refreshment, for Abraham and 
his troops. Fourth, we read that Melchizedek represented 
God as a priest by blessing Abraham: And he blessed him 
and said: “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor 
of heaven and earth” (v. 19). Fifth, we read that Melchize-
dek worshiped God: “And blessed be God Most High, Who 
has delivered your enemies into your hand” (v. 20). Sixth, 
we read that Abraham gave Melchizedek a tithe, a tenth 
of his belongings: And he gave him a tithe of all (v. 20b). In 
these three verses of Genesis 14, we have all that we know 
of Melchizedek. Old Testament Scripture does not record 
the name or the activities of this priest again until we read 
the account in Psalm 110:4. This event speaks volumes to 
any student of God’s Word. Melchizedek appears as God’s 
servant, and immediately disappears from the scene. 
He blesses Abraham by his God, he refreshes him with 
bread and wine, and he receives from Abraham a tithe of 
all that Abraham had, and immediately disappears. The 
Holy Spirit referred to this event of Genesis 14 when he 
allowed David to hear YHWH’s words to His own Master. 
God declared to the Messiah: “You are a priest forever Ac-
cording to the order of Melchizedek” (Psalm 110:4b). God 
announced that the Messiah is a priest like Melchizedek, 
who existed and served God and men long before Jacob and 
his twelve sons were born—and long before Aaron and the 
tribe of Levi were born. This “Melchizedek” was a priest of 
the God Most High whom Abraham recognized as the one 
from whom he could receive blessings, and through whom 
he could give his tithe to God. 

Gideon Levytam is director 
of International Ministries 
for CJF Ministries.

To be continued
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A Mardi Gras Message
With the help of eight volunteers, Michelle Beadle, CJFM 
Southeast representative (New Orleans), organized a Mardi 
Gras outreach on the streets of New Orleans and Metairie, LA, 
using a tract quoting Isaiah 53, as well as a specially designed 
tract for Mardi Gras. After seven sorties, Michelle writes, “We 
handed out 4,000 pieces of literature, shared the Good News with 
51 people, and prayed with seven to receive Jesus as their Mes-
siah.” GREAT news!

Light on a College Campus
Richard Hill, CJFM representative (Las Vegas) and pas-
tor of Beth Yeshua Messianic Congregation, is “fascinat-
ed this year to see how the Lord is working in our outreach 
on the UNLV campus, despite the efforts of the Adversary to 
stop us from being the light on campus.” Mark, a volunteer, 
has led a few students to the Lord, and recently Rich led a 
young woman to the Lord. An additional blessing came from 
another young woman who told Rich’s group to “Keep up the 
good work—you are having a positive effect on people.” She 
told them that she accepted a Bible from them four years ago 
and finally began reading it during the past semester, which 
resulted in her salvation. Rich adds, “She is on fire for the 
Lord and is attending a local church. I cannot tell you how 
excited our team was to hear these encouraging words—praise 
His name!”

Passover Blessings
Barry Berger, CJFM Director of Missions Emeritus 
(Phoenix), was especially blessed (while recovering from his re-
cent stroke) during our 21st Annual City-Wide Messianic Pass-
over Seder this year; 280 people attended, and nine prayed with 
Barry to receive Yeshua as their Lord and Savior.

Richard Hill had the privilege of baptizing a couple, “Mike and 
Marsha,” new believers and recent congregants of Beth Yeshua, 
during the Passover season. Rich explains, “Water baptism is 
nothing new in Judaism and actually dates back to Tabernacle 
and Temple times. The priest would perform tevilah (full body 
immersion) in the mikveh (pool of water; we call it a ‘baptis-
mal’). This would take place just prior to the priest’s minister-
ing unto the Lord inside the Holy Place. Please pray for Mike 
and Marsha as they live their new lives for the Lord.”

Locked Up but Not Forgotten
CJFM Southwest representative John Kanter (Dallas) 
rejoices in the recent blessings of his prison ministry at Buster 
Cole State Jail (Bonham, TX). A good friend of John’s accompa-
nied him and shared his testimony and a biblical devotion with 
the inmates. John followed up with a teaching that highlighted 
the prophetic significance of the “Feasts of Israel.” He writes, 
“In response to the concluding Gospel invitation, 12 inmates 
prayed to receive the free gift of eternal life by placing their faith, 
hope, and confidence in the finished redemptive work of Yeshua 
HaMashiach (Jesus the Messiah).” We join John in praising our 
Savior, who unlocks the door to the heart. “I am the door. If any-
one enters by Me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find 
pasture” (John 10:9).

par003481
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Questions
Bible

AnswersAND

by DR. GARY HEDRICK 

QUESTION: Some churches say we shouldn’t have anything in 
our worship services that isn’t found in the Bible. They say that 
anything that’s not biblical is “strange fire,” and as such is dis-
pleasing to God. Do you have a position on this?

ANSWER: The term “strange fire” comes from the OT story about 
the two sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu. They tried to steal God’s 
fire so they could use it for their own purposes: Then Nadab and 
Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put 
incense on it, and offered profane [strange] fire before the LORD, 
which He had not commanded them (Lev. 10:1).1

Even though the fire originally came from God, it became “strange” 
(i.e., profane or unauthorized) when Nadab and Abihu tried to 
take control of it. They may have thought it was “cool” (no pun 
intended) that God had sent fire to consume the earlier sacrifice 
(9:22-24). It must have been a spectacular scene—like something 
out of an Indiana Jones movie—because the text says the people 
fell on their faces when they saw the fire come down. The two 
young priests evidently wanted that power for themselves, so they 
used God’s fire from the altar to ignite the kindling in each of their 
own pans.2 They also sprinkled incense on it—something God had 
not told them to do. Maybe they thought the aroma of incense 
would mask the stench of a prideful and misguided act. But of 
course they were woefully and tragically wrong!

God is invariably offended when religious charlatans seek to har-
ness His power for their own purposes. Nadab and Abihu had no 
idea what they were dealing with. Through their arrogance, they 
placed themselves in great peril. The Bible says that God’s fire 
incinerated them (10:2).

Sin is essentially destructive and therefore often comes with its 
own built-in penalty. There are times, then, when what looks 
like divine judgment in the Bible is really more a matter of God 
simply letting someone have his own way. In this instance, these 
two men thought they wanted God’s fire—so He let them have it!

Now let’s move on to the next part of your question. That is, if we 
do anything in a worship service that’s not found in the Bible, are 
we guilty of offering strange fire? I don’t think so. After all, God is 
a God of infinite creativity and variety. Just look at His creation.

In Israel’s history, worship wasn’t static but changed and devel-
oped over time. For instance, Temple worship in Jerusalem was 
more regal and complex than Tabernacle (mishkan) worship in 

the wilderness. David and Solomon generally followed the Exo-
dus patterns and directives, but they did exercise some creative 
license—and there is no evidence that it offended the Lord. For 
instance, they greatly expanded (beyond what God told Moses 
that He required) the assortment of vessels and furnishings that 
were used in Temple worship.3

In ancient Israel, they even added observances to the seven basic 
moedim (festivals) outlined in the Torah (Lev. 23). Perhaps the 
most notable of these additions is Hanukkah or the Festival of 
Lights. Hanukkah isn’t mentioned in the OT, but it nonetheless 
became a major national observance. Yeshua himself used the 
setting of Hanukkah to talk about His essential unity with God 
the Father (John 10:22-30). And again, there is no indication any-
where that God was displeased with the observance of Hanukkah.

So what about the NT era? Well, even if we wanted to duplicate 
the Early Church’s worship exactly, it would be hard to do be-
cause the NT gives us few specifics about the music or forms of 
worship in the Early Church. The first believers were Jewish, of 
course, so they participated in Temple worship (e.g., Acts 3:1). 
They also met daily in homes for fellowship, Bible study, and 
prayer (Acts 2:46, 6:4, 20:7-12). But beyond those basics, we don’t 
know very much. 

Charles Spurgeon, the famous 19th century British pastor, talked 
about how, even in his era, there was “a great diversity of opin-
ion” among Christians about “the true form of worship.”4 He said 
some people thought that the simpler and plainer worship is, the 
better. Others, however, advocated the more resplendent wor-
ship of the cathedral with its booming pipe organ and carefully 
choreographed services. So is one better (or more biblical) than 
the other? Spurgeon says we’re missing the point when we argue 
about outward forms of worship: 

“God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship 
Him in spirit and in truth, for the Father seeks such to wor-
ship Him.” Let there be good music, by all means, and noble 
words, for these are congruous to noble thoughts—but oh, let 
the thoughts be there! Let the song be there! Let the flames of 
love burn on the altar of the heart! Be the outward expression 
what it may, let the praise be winged by the ardent affections 
of the soul—otherwise far from you be the thought that you 
have worshipped God when you have used solemn words with 

continued on page 16
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continued from page 15 
thoughtless hearts! Does not this touch some of you? You have 
never prayed in all your lives! You have said a prayer, but nev-
er talked with God. You have been to the House of God, per-
haps, from your infancy, but never worshipped God! Though 
oftentimes the preacher said, “Let us worship God,” yet you 
have never done so. O Sirs! What? All these formalities, all 
these routines, all these outward forms and yet no heart, no 
soul?—nothing acceptable with God? Alas for you! And will 
you go on so forever? You will, so long as you rest contented 
with the outward! I pray that God may put in you a sacred dis-
content with the merely outward worship and make you long 
and cry that you may offer unto Him the sacrifice of a broken 
and a contrite heart through Jesus Christ the Savior, by the 
power of the Eternal Spirit—for that will the Lord accept!5

Sometimes what people call “worship” is really nothing more 
than shallow self-indulgence (not unlike the euphoria a fan expe-
riences at a rock concert, for instance) or heartless, rote tradition-
alism. True worship, though, is more than just words, euphoria, 
or outward forms. It’s approaching the Lord with a humble and 
grateful heart—and joyfully exalting Him and Him alone. Yesh-
ua (Jesus) condemned the hypocrisy of mindless, manmade tradi-
tion in worship: “. . . ‘This people honors Me with their lips, But 
their heart is far from Me’ ” (Mark 7:6).

So can we be creative in worship? Yes, I believe we can—within 
reasonable and biblical parameters. Worship should never be-
come a free-for-all with fleshly displays and people doing what-
ever they feel like doing. Our desire to be creative should be 
balanced with careful attention to prudence and reasonable 
structure (but not necessarily predictability!), so that God is 
glorified. The late Adrian Rogers, in his signature alliterative 
style, summed it up like this:

Don’t think that worship is something that you create and 
that you have a right to worship God any way that you please. 
God requires, reveals, and regulates worship. You see, wor-
ship must have the right mandate, following the command of 
God. It must have the right motive, giving glory to God. And 
it must have the right method, being based on the shed blood 
of Jesus Christ.6

“Strange fire,” then, describes the sinister work of religious de-
ceivers who portray themselves as God’s vessels when in fact 
they are promoting their own interests. There’s a lot of it all 
across the religious landscape in the 21st century—and it’s dan-
gerous. But let’s not assume that anything that’s not traditional, 
or that’s different from what we’re accustomed to, automatically 
falls into that category.

1 “[Nadab and Abihu] acted in utter disregard for the deity. God intended that the mani-
festation of His Presence would ignite the altar fire, marking His acceptance of His peo-
ple’s devotion. Their intent was for the divine fire to ignite their own pans; that is, they 
were attempting to arrogate control of the deity to themselves” (The Jewish Study Bible, 
Berlin and Brettler, editors [Oxford, England: Oxford University Press, 2004], 227).
2 “Fire, Heb. ‘esh’ here means kindling material; see also Numbers 17:2, 11. The brothers 
placed unlit coals (or wood for kindling) in the pans, in order to attract the divine fire to 
light them (see 1 Kings 18:38) . . . alien fire, unauthorized coals. They thus prepared an 
incense offering upon kindling of their own” (Ibid.).
3 “David enlarged the number of vessels and furniture to be used in the Temple. For 
example, he designed not one lampstand, but 10, as well as 10 tables of showbread and 
10 lavers. He also designed vessels that were unique to this Temple [and were not found 

in the Tabernacle]. He made special ‘carts’ which transported the lavers from place to 
place within the Temple. The ‘brazen sea,’ a large reservoir of water resting on twelve 
oxen, was one of the wonders of the ancient world. This water was used by the priests 
to purify themselves before attending to their sacred duties” (“The Service of the Priests 
and Levites” by Stephen Tam on The 3-D Bible Project website at www3.telus.net/pub-
lic/kstam/en/default.htm).
4 “True Worship,” a sermon delivered by Charles H. Spurgeon at Metropolitan Tabernacle 
in London on September 1, 1870.
5 Ibid.
6 “Don’t Play with Fire” from The Adrian Rogers Legacy Bible (Memphis, TN: Love Worth 
Finding Ministries, 2009), 123.
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